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¢ All out on 30 November

¢ Joint strike committees
in every town

¢ \Workers and students
unite - forward to a

general strike

AS ANTICAPITALISTS continue
their camp in central London, over
two million orkers look set to launch
a united strike at the end of Novem-
ber in the biggest day of industrial
action Britain has seen since the gen-
eral strike of 1926.

This shows how angry people are
with the coalition government, which
lied its way into office and has no
mandate for the cuts, privatisation

and unemployment it 1 inflicting on
all of us.

This is a bankers’ government
through and through. And just as the
Occupy movement has caught the
imagination of millions in its militant
defiance in Wall St and the City of
London, so too has the call to arms
from education, civil service, local
government and NHS unions.

Pay more, work longer, get less

The strike is in defence of pensions.
Millions of workers will lose tens of
thousands of pounds each if the cuts
go ahead. They are being told to dou-
ble their pensions contributions,
work till they're 68 and expect a far
smaller pension in return. At the
same time CEQO’s bonuses are going

through the roof.

The argument that we are living
longer is rubbish; the life expectancy
of managers and bosses has indeed
risen, but the gap between them and
manual, clerical and service workers
has grown.

Besides, this is plain robbery.
Our pensions are deferred wages,
paid for out of the value created by
our labour. No minister or official
has shown that any of the schemes
are unsustainable. On the contrary,
they have hundreds of billions in
assets. The attack is simply a smash
and grab raid to rescue their ailing
capitalist system.

General strike
When this is viewed alongside the
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rest of the Tory-Lib Dem offensive,
the scale of workers’ anger 1s easy to
understand. Unemployment stands
at 2.5 million with a lost generation
squeezed out of work and priced out
of education. Vital services are being
cut, cut and cut again.

The NHS and state schools are
being starved of funds and pre-
pared for privatisation. Inflation 1s
eating away at wages, pensions and
benefits.

Now the banks are demanding
more money, while economists
expect another recession or maybe
years of stagnation. The crisis could
suddenly get much worse. The euro
crisis could bring the problems of
Greece and Italy much closer to
home.

That’s why we need a general
strike to stop all the cuts and make
the bankers and the bosses pay for
their crisis. Only an indefinite gen-
eral strike can sweep up all our dis-
contents —the unemployed, those in
precarious jobs and young people —
and mobilise the whole of the work-
ing class against the government.

Would such a movement pose a
political threat to the coalition? Of
course it would. It would offer the
chance to kick out the government
of the 1% and for the 99% to run
society. We could nationalise the
banks’ assets, not just their losses,
and use their vast wealth to renew
and expand public services, guaran-
teeing everybody a comfortable and
carefree retirement.

Why we need an anticapitalist organisation in Britain

today - turn to pages 8-9




The editorial
SIMON HARDY

Anticapitalism
hits the streets

Novermnber is a crucial month in the fightback against the cuts.
Demonstrations and protests by students and electricians wil hit
the headlines; there will be a large conference, Unite the
Resistance, with hundreds of rank and file frade unionists; and
everything will be building up for mass strikes cn 30 November.
And let’s not forget the protest camps in London organised by
the Occupy movement, which have mads a real impact in the
way people are thinking about the crisis.

Fd Milisand even wrote an article for Onserver, argung the
orotesters reflected a mood felt by millicns of people - that the
1% are getiing rich, and ths §9% are suffering — and urged
polticians to “wake up” and respond to this mood. if only £d
Miliband would take his own advice. He could start by giving his
unconditional suppaert to the fightback against the cuts, backing
the strikes on the 30 November, and promising to reverse every
single one of the Tory cuts. But the fact that be feels compelled to
reach aut to the #Occupy mavement shows the dramatic growth
of anticapitaiist consciousness and the pressure Of the
movement. it's inconceivable that Tony Biair would have said
such things about the articapitalist movernent of the earty 2000s.

Hanging over all of us are the problems of the Eurozone which
threaten the EU project, and could even trigger a new global
recession. A default by Greece, Spain or italy would certainly
threaten the single currency and the European financial system.
Angela Merkel warned that the resuits of the Euro debt crisis wil}
last a decade — a decade of stagnation and low growth, with
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a long and bitter period of class warfare.

'n the face of this, building the resistance and getting stuc< into
the fightback is critical. The strikes on 30 November need to ke
the start of a campaign of mass industrial resistance, of general
strike proportions, aimed at bringing down the government. We
nead a social explosion against austerity — direct action, Civi
disobedience, strikes and occupations - that say we won't pay
for their crisis.

The Tories and Liberai Democrats are scared of the prospect of
rmass strike action. They offered meagre concessions but stil
won't budge on the central issues — that workers are being asked
to make increased contributions and work for longer for a
cension which will be worh less. Disgraceiully the Labour leader-
ship have already said that “it's right that public sector workers
are asked to work longer and contribute more” to their pensions,
and welcomed the Con-Dem “compremise”.

Orlly determined action — escalating guickly beyond the partial,
one day public sector general strike on the 30 November, towards
an all out indefinite general strike — will bring down the Con-Derrs,
But we can't rely on our trade union leaders to oring this off. The
leaders of the big unions are fiercely opposed to any decisive con-
frontation with the government. Dave Prentis already welcomed
the concassions the government has made indicating he might
oull 1.1 milion Unison workers out of the 30 Novernber action.

That's why it's so important tc build rank and file organisatons
in the unions. The Unite the Resistance conference on 19
November should take practical steps to such an organisation.

This isn't just necessary, it's 2lso possible. In Unite, the relatively
small numbers of activists who supported Jerry Hicks' election
campaign for leadership of the union have formed Unite Grassroots
L eft as an independent rank and file movement, consalidating is
Aundreds of supporters into a permanent network. Look at what
the Sparks have achieved so far. if this was done in avary Union
we'd be in a stronger position to obstruct any sell out.

The anticapitalist mood is certaintly growing, but it is ciffuse,
ancoordinated and stili in its infancy. A thousand ideas are inthe
mix, with evenrything from higher corporation tax tc an end of cor-
norations altogether being discussed under the arches of St
Pau’s. This is an exciting development, for the first time in years
the media s using the word ‘capitalism’ again — it shows it must
be in troub:e.

We wanted to use this paper te begin what we think is an impor-
tant initistive. We believe i+ is crucial now to build an anticapialist
organisation which can unite rank and file activists in the trade
unions with the students and anticapitalists who are taking to the
streets. The loft :s too divided ~ now more than ever we need unity.
We need to unite to build a stronger, radical anticepitalist party
Britain with a strategy to bring down the system.
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Rebecca Anderson

The rich get richer...

DIRECTORS OF the FTSE 100 — the
top 100 British companies — saw thetr
incomes rise by an average of 49 per cent
tast year, while for the rest of us the
average pay rise was less than 2 per
cent. Someone’s doing well out of the
recession — but it's not vou!

The directors have tried to camoullage
these increases by awarding them-
selves 3 per cent in salary increases and
the rest in bonuses and long-term share
plans, But Incomes Data Services, whose
research uncovered the scandal, has
cxposed the reality of boardroom pay.

While bosses and politicians repeat the
mantra that we must all “tighten our
belts” to justify cuts imposed on the
majority of people, the super-rich minor-
ity have been accumulating a disgust-
ing amount of personal wealth. The aver-
age income ol a FTSE 100 chief executive
now stands at a staggering £3.855,172.
The richest of them, Michael Davis of
mining conglomerate Xstrala, p acketed
£18%.4 million.

A second report from 1DS showed the
average pay awards for private sector
workers was just 2.6 per cent. With
inflation standing at double that figure,
these workers have suffercd a substan-
tial pay cut in real terms, Public sector
employees, meanwhile. are in the middle
of a two-vear pav freeze. which in real
almost 10 per cent,

Paul Kenny, leader of trade union
GMB, branded the FTSE 100 directors
“elfitc greedy pigs” and pointed to arecent
report from his union demonstrating how

nine out of 10 workers have seen their liv-
ing standards drop by up 1o 20 per cent.

The huge sums awarded to directors
the work of thelr employces, wno have
only received crumbs from their bosses’
tables. Companics that refuse to pay ther
employces even an inflation-level pay
rise should be nationalised.

s :
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But we cannot expect public sector
CEQOs - like the Vice-Chancellor of
Leeds Universitv who this vear saw his

1O TUN these Companies any more Larly.
Instead they should be run under the
control of their workers, who could put
the millions of pounds of directors’ pay
fo much better use,

.. and i

Jeremy Dewar

CHANCELLOR GEORGE Osborne
famously claimed that, “We'rc all in this
together,” But when it comes to wealth
and living standards, this simply is not
frue.

Pricc rises are outstripping wages
and benefits week by week, month by
month. The official index for inllation
(CPI) rose to 5.2 per cent a year last
month. But even this is an underestimate
of the real rise in the cost of living. The
more reliable (though still conservative)
RPI index reported a 5.0 per cent increase
~ the highest since June 1991,

The highest jumps were in gas. clectric-
ity and other fuels,up 183 per centitrans-
port cosls, up 12.8 per cent; and food. up
6 per cent. All of these items form a dis-
proportionately high part of low-mncome
familics® and pensioners’ houschold
budgets, especially In winter.

Housing costs are also rapidly spirailing
out of control. First time buyers have long
heen priced out of the market by land-
lords and property developars. As a result.
rents arc rising in every region in the UK,
according to Shelter. Most tenants now
spend more than a third of their incomes
on rent alone, which is the official reck-
nning for housing poverty.

e poor get poorer

The poor are also the main vicums of
cuts in education, the NHS, social serv-
ices and benefitg because they rely onthem
most and cannot access the private sector,

The wealth gap increased rapidly in the
1980s and "90s under thc previous Tory
regime. Disgracefully, Labour allowed
it to rise even Jurther until the richest
10 per cent owned 100 times more wealth
than the poorest 10 per cent. Now the
Tories are back in office. Britain is set
to become even more unequal,

No wonder anger at the 1% 1s rising ~
only by cxpropriating their wealth can
we redistribute it and abolish the blight
of poverty forever.

... and angrier!

Andy Yorke

THE UN'S INTERNATIONAL
Labour Organisation has produced a
report stating that “social upheavals™ are
on the cards due to growing cuts, unem-
ployment and inequality. Meanwhile
Andreas Whittam Smith, writing in The
Independent, has declared that countries
like Britain arc now “ripe for revolution™.

The ILO ciled a study showing thatin
45 out of 119 countries the risk of social
unrest is rising. and this includes the rich
countrics of Europe and North America
as well us the Middle East. It states that
&0 million new jobs are needed —includ-

ing 27 million in the wealthier coun-
tries — to get unemplovment down to pre-
crisis levels. The sheer impossibility of
this,in the face of a douhle-dip recession,
shaws the deep crisis the world's capital-
ist class now facces.

Smith. a former cditor of The Tele-
graph and Stock Exchange Garzette,
notes the similarities with the 1548 rev-
olutionarv wave that swepl across
Europe. Smith wrongly disparages the
“amateurs” and lack of concrete
demands of the Arab Spring and global
Occupy movement today, comparing
them to the failed revolutions of 1848:
“There was usually a bricf, confused

period of demands and demonstrations .
whose “leaders and instigators were intcl-
fecinals devoid of political experience,
not men of action”.

But there is a great difference between
1848 and today. Then, the working class
was only beginning to take shape in
Europe. Today, we have already scen gen-
eral strikes in Greece and France, while
there have been revolutions in Tunisia,
Eevpt and Libya.

These events show that the first steps
taken by activists can grow into mass,
militant action capable of shaking the
system. The capitalist crisis has opened
up a period when everything is possible.
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Public sector pensions -
trade dlspute or class war?
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Jeremy Dewar, Unison rep pc

THE TORIES and the bosses are
seriously worried about the coordi-
nated strike on 30 November. Edu-
cation Sceretary Michael Gove and
Cabinet Office minister Francis
Maude have been at the forefront of
those calling for an army of scabs
to tun schools, and [or new anti-
union legislation to make it even
more difficult for workers to 1akKe
strike action.

Last year the Daily Mail reported
that “a unrt has been set up in the
Cabinet Office to prevent Britain
grinding to a standstill in the event
of mass public sector walkouts. Offi-
cials have conducted ‘war games’
Lo ensure that strikcbreakers are
avatlable 1o run vital facilitics”.

This shows that our enemies are
more preparad for the com:ng show-
Jown thanwe aTe. They irs f:‘-.:‘.‘.'.;.}
MO thetime AONOLEMD T TN e -
N2 = Wiki not ff.nl}' bring the coun-
try to a standstit] for a day, but also
give millions of workers and vouth
a Gllmpﬁe of their potential power.
T*: RS il an ’\._:;_"» TUANDN MR-
ol tdalwiuen cluss s truly indispen-
sible, without whom nothing works.

This is the real threat po.sn,d by the
coming strike. And thisis why David
Camecron and the rest are scarced stiff
byvil,

TUC on the back foot
But the TUC and union leaders are
in danger of frittering away our
advantages. Hrst there was virtually
no resistance to the coalition's
attacks for a whole ycar — despite
halt a million hitting the strects on
26 March. When they did mount a
mass strike on 30 June, they failed to
tollow ttup lor five months. And
2w 2nnow.there are no plans for what
oJduoatior 30 November,

TUC gencral seerctary Brendan
Burbor entered into secret talks with
Chancelior George Osborne in Sep-

tember without letting any union
members know what he offered himn,
Now he and Unison leader Dave
Prentis sav the minor concessions
cfered By Dannv Alesander could
farm 2a settlerent. Al
unton leaders agree this should
strictly remain a trade dispute, to
be settled scheme by scheme.

This approach 1% disastrous. It
'rt;:\_ e _;PbL ang

parzielv and puiling out of the
:smkgﬂ The powertul R.\IT union has
kept out of the dispute all vear
because its members’ pensions are
not currently undcr attack. And pri-
vate sector workers have had their
pensions raided by the bosses with-
out o much as a tight.

Imagine if train and fire stations
were closed on 30 November, if
factories and supcrmarkets were shut
down — the country would be at a
standstill. These workers’ jabs, pav
and penstons arc not safe. If we
lose this battle. they will immediately
come 1nto the firing line, This is the
samc old Tory tactic of the 1980s, tak-
ing on unions a few at a time until all
are defeated: the “salami tactic™.

Worse. the gavernment could
break apart the current united {ront
by offering temporary concessions
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to, say, local government workers
simply in order to weaken our side,
And right wing unton leaders, like
Dave Prentis of Unison and Gail
Cartmail of Unite. seem to be beg-
eing for this by stating that future
talks and turther strike action will be
held on a scheme-by-scheme basis.

The truth 1s the union leaders are
tfrightened of the anti-union laws
which forbid pontical strikes. Not g
single one ot our leaders lelt wing ur
right wing. has ever defied these
undemocratic laws. But this cowardly
approach has only cncouraged
bosses, like British Airways, to use
them more boldly, judges to inter-
pret them more outrageously and the
Torics to introduce even more dra-
comnian iaws.

Fighting to win
Against this doomed strategy, rank
and tile unmion militants and social-
ists need to tight for an alternative
lcadership and policy. Our s1ariing
point has to be that our class is (ac-
(ng a political attack, so our answer
has 1o be political, too: a general
strike. The question of the day, there-
fore, 1s how (o gel one,

In most towns, cities and boroughs,
activists arc clubbing together in joint
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strike commitiees to organise mect-
ings, rallies and demos, In some arcas,
they are also organising picket
lines and recruitment drives to make
tha sinke solid. These bodies will gain
more authorty if thev contamn -
caates from evary umon and work-
place and spread into the private sec-
tor, among the unemploved and
vouth. inking up with anticuts com-
MHTCCS,

We should not wait for the next dav
of action 10 be announced. but
demand another mighty strike before
Christmas - this time even bigger,
involving private sector workers. If
the Tories still do not abandon their
proposals. then we should launch two,
three or tour day strikcs, rapidly esca-
lating to an indcfinite stoppage. The
momentum of stringing the strikes
together will encourage new laycers
to get stuck in and start 1o panic
and break up the bosscs.

‘To cement our own unity, we need
to hink our demands and add new
ones. Our side should refuse to set-
tle scheme by scheme but demand a
comprehensive settlement for all: no
one goes back until everyonce has
wor. But public service pensions atre
far 100 narrow an i1ssue to unite the
whole of the working class. We

should demand the withdrawal of al}
the cuts. If this means defaulting on
the national debt, then so be it. We
didn't cause thus crists and we should-
n't have to pay for it.

All public sector unions should
now join the fray, whether their pen-
sions are under attack now or not,
Leeds CWU branch recently passed
amotion urging its executive to bal-
lot nationally to join the pensions
revolt. As Andy, a workplace rep,
said, “Now 1s the time to fight, along-
side other unions, not two vears
down the road and on our own.”

Rank and file

Finally, but crucially, this altcrnative
stralegy can only come to fruttion
if rank and file union members wrest
control of the dispute from their cur-
rent leaders. Joint strike committees
can form the basis for a completely
new Kind ol leadership in the umons
one directlvaccourtable tothe work-
places and capable of acting without
recourse to cumbersome burcaucra-
cies. By sending delegates from thesc
local bodies1oregional and national
strike commitiess, thev car
over the heads of the umon leaders
and call action without them when
NeCEssary.

Many will complain that this can-
not be done. that time is too short
and shopfloor organisation too weak.
But the Occupy movement has pro-
vided us with a valuable lesson. If
young people can butld a militant
movement, not only inthe USA but
globally,in just two months, without
a shred of bureaucracy but by oper-
ating democratically affording full
rights to minority opinions, then so
can the workers. After all, we have
membcership lists and structures that
we can build on. We have a cause ta
unite around. And we have the deter-
mination, encrgy and talents of
mmutlions to help us: we are the 99%,
let’s do it!
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Democracy, cuts and the law

TORY GRANDEE Francis Maude
claims Unison's 72~ YES vote
‘“'shows thers s zrr=many  ~ted
SUPPOrt for < « ™2 I ERE w2ThOr
their union l2acers wz— " S g M3
2 QUMet on the 205 tamot
Sreee 0F MRS Erpeoyers Dean
TS 2SS ITIO0EC - e Majorty
bl v el Bl modl Yo+ -

L owmcz m*s::":‘ “ores and bosses
Tl e SThwe 220Ts i De
meRic eess over natf of all eligible
= et ¢vOte YES,

=3 a shame Maude and his
=xies don't apply the same
zoncern for democracy and
—andates when it comes to forming

: government. The Gonservatives
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=thinternational.org

gained just 35% of the vote in 2010
on a 65% tumout: in other words,

234~ ctthoss 2 ;o 0 vt
ITATIIERE W TR D S T st
—ErTETT @t vTREE YT

BT TR SR T
TESIIETION T BICEDT WG S Tt I
rule, atbent \n coa 2w W e~
wing of the Lib Dems. The bosses
unions, the CBi and loD. now so
vocat in defence of the “silent
majority”, did not dissent either.

At ieast Unison asked an honest
guestion: “Are you prepared to take
strike action on and after 30
Ncovember in defence of your
pension?” The Tories and Liberals
denied point blank that they were

going to tear up our pensions,
demaolish the welfare state and
privatise our schools and the NHS.

iu..'.. WTOIE TN BN ST,
TE JDERE M7 TE s e
WIS T F I L Tow SarTye
SIMKE CTROdL. Mox 31 ther deoros
about the *free market™ and “non-
imterference”, the capitalist state
has atways supported the
employers.

The union leaders’ strategy of
complying with these undemocratic
laws has merely encouraged the
bosses to use them and the Tories 1o

add to them. But whenever workers

have defied them — as they did in
1972 - the capitalist state has had
to retreat.

[n fact workers often carry out
=s T2t 2+ orohibried by the
ST WD WS, WD T D MO SE Y
NN ENTG, HMD R TRTEN rTSATL Tl
Tr T M T _Tilr 233ers arvays
use the threat of these iaws to
prevent radicai action. In fact for the
union leaders the anti-union laws
are perfect, it means they don’t have
to launch strikes and campaigns
which can actually win, they just
hide behind the Tory legislation.

That's why we say, defy the anti-
union laws and drive them off the
statute books!
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* WORLD ECONOMY

The G20 didn’t stop the economic

crisis: what comes next?

No matter what they try, nothing seems to work... The world leaders have gathered at the G20, and European leaders are
having regular summits, but the economy is just getting worse. Steve McSweeney explains why

TWENTY PRESIDENTS and
prime ministers, who together pre-
side over 85 per cent of the global
economy, assembled in Canneces
promising 1o take bold actions to dis-
pel the dark clouds of a renewed
recession. Instead they found them-
selves discussing the pelitical turmoil
in a country of onlv 11 million inhab-
itants - forced to summon the
Greece’s premier tor a dressing
down,

The summit was not just a {ailure;
it was a complete [iasco. The most
powerful leaders on earth were
revealed as completely poweriess.
The onlv significant decision they
took was a recognition of failure -
that the 10 ycar-old Doha Round
trade talks should be wound up, hav-
ing failed to complete their business,

The number one em was, ot
course, the “euro-crisis”, more specii-
ically the Greek debi erisis. The pos-
sibilitv that the October 26th “res-
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Greek people in a referendum. in
which it would surely be rejected,
paralvsed these political giants like
rabbits in an oncoming vehicie's
headlights, Tt revealed all too clearly
the fragility of the entire European
project.

Yet, even before Papandreou's ret-
crendum announcement, 1t was clear
that the global cconomy as a whole
was not recovering from the reecs-
sion of 2008-9 as 1t had from all
previous post-war recesstons, In Sep-
tember, Mervyn King, Governor of
the Bank of England, made the pomt
that this was no ordinary down-
turn, it was “possibly the worst finan-
cial crisis in history”. Immed:iately
belore the Canncs summit, he
emphasised that, “we are not out ol
the crisis yet”,

His argument was backed by the
latest report of the Organisation for
Economic Development and Coop-
eration {OECD) which cut its pre-
vious projections for economic
growth in almost all the (G20) states.
For the USA, still the mggest econ-
omy by far, the forecast of 2.6 per
cent growth next vear was reduced
to 1.7 per cent and for the follow-
ing vcar from 3.1 per cent to 1.8 per
cent, For the EU, the projection
was for a stowdown from 1.6 per cent
this vear 10 .3 per cent next year,

A downturn was also expected in
the “emerging economies™ — China
18 now cxpected to see growth tall
[rom 9.3 per cent next year 10 8.6 per
cent the vear after. Although these
still seem high, the direction confirms
that these economies rematn very
dependent on their cxports, in par-
ticular to USA., EU and Japan.

Taken as a wholc, the picture is of
a world economy that, as King said,
has not recovered from the crisis. In
other words, the policies adopted to
resolve the crisis have not worked.
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The flood of money used 10 bail oul
banks and major corporations, hun-
dreds of billions of dollars, euros,
pounds and yuan, onlv deferred the
consequences of the crisis.

From the point of view of capital,
crises are resolved by the destruction
of huge amounts of accumulated cap-
ital — whether in the form of stocks
of goods that perish or become obso-
lete, factories that are demolished as
{irms go bust, savings that are deval-
ued through inflation or entire
economies that are laid waste by war.
Onty then do “investment opportu-
nities” arisc for those who stull have
capital resources to mvest.

The cifect of the bail outs was to
limit the scale of capital destruction
and, at the same time, to create “sov-
ereign debt”, that is. debt owed by
states, on a vast scale. Now, as the tem-
porary elfects of the batl outs wear
off, the problems of declining growth
are reappearing. Predictably, this is
alist economues, which have the great-
est volume of accumulated capital.

This time, however, the mountains
of debt mean that the same policies
cannot be so easily repeated. On
the contrary, governmaents are impos-
ing “austerity packages™ to reduce
their own spending so that taxation
can be used to repay thosc debts,
These policies themsclves sfow down
CCONOMIC activity, INCrease uneme-
ployment and, therefore, reducerev-
enue to government,
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Trade and China
Thesc arc the factors that ensured the
Cannes sumnut would be unable to
revitalise the world cconomy, even
had there been no coincidence of the
political crisis in Greece. The only
way oul for the “advanced industri-
alised nations™, that 18, the old, estab-
lished imperialist powers, was to try
to engineer a deal to transfer
resources {from - the “emerging
nations”, most notably China.

Proposals Lo increase exports to
those countries, or reduce imports
from them, such as a revaluaation of
the Chinese yuan, were mct by non-
committal assurances but there was
an agreement to discuss increased
funding for the IMF. This is impor-
tant for China because anv increase
can be made conditional on accept-
ancc of its preferred policies for the
Fund. For example, Beyjing has pro-
poscd that the Spectal Drawing
Rights of the IME essentially funds
advanced to countrics for specilic
purposcs, be developed into, effec-
tively, a reserve currency. Were that
{0 happen it would greatly reduce
Washingion's ability to advance 1s
interests by manipulating the value
of the dollar.

Such potential policy clashes like
the expansion of the G8into the G20
itsell, reveal the new world order that

.,“
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is developing. The crisis that broke in
2008 was the product of “globalisa-
tion” in the 90s and the early ycars
of this century. That period marked
the high point of US global superior-
ity but inevitably also undermined it.
Time and again, US capital avoided
the conscquences of its declining
profitability by one means or anotber,
most frequently by exploiting its
financial strength. but i doing so 1t
encouraged the growth of more prot-
itable Industry elsewhere.

They are saying
either continued
national sovereignty
and bankruptcy, or
unification under
the control of the

European Central
Bank

The mnability of the Cannes sum-
mit to develop any coherent pohey
direction may appear, al hirst sight.
to be a consequence of the inadegua-
cies of the vartous leaders present.
Sarkozy hoping to gain an ¢lectoral
boost, Merkel fretting about splits in
her own party, Cameron trving to lec-
ture others as his own pohicies pre-
pare a further decline in the UK's for-
tunes, Obama hamstrung by
Congress and Hu. waiting for retire-
ment next vear. In reality. however,
Cannes was an accurate reflection ot
a world whose economy has never
before been so integrated but which

ismoving inexorably towards another
convulsive crisis, a crisis which every-
one prescnt knew could not be
resclved by talking,

Euro crisis
Greece Is not along in having huge
ehts because, as a eurozone coun-
{ry. its credit was assumed to be guar-
anteed. The fear now Is that.if Greece
could not, or would not. repav its
creditors, and the rest of the Euro-
zone would not come 1o the rescue,
then this could also be true of much
bigger countrics. Above all, it could
be true of Italy, which has debts
€1.9 trillion. Without a doubt, the con-
sequences of a default on that scale
would be catastrophic for the whole
slabal economy.

Barack Obama, whose own eco-
nomi¢ policies have been completely
thwarted by the stalemate in Con-
eress, did not appear to notice the
irony 1n his complaints aboult the
“complicated” nature of the EU's
decision-making procedures. He was,
however, right to recognise that the
main obstacle to a solution to the
Greek crisis is political. Greek debt
may well be 1n excess of 100 per cent
GDP -but Grock GDP 1s only some
2 per cent of the EU's GDP so
Europe as a whole could cover the
debt. The problem is that the EU 1s
not “a whaole™

The EU llustraies, in practice, what
Marx meant when he said that capi-
talism's own development would cre-
ate a situation in which its productive
lorces, in this case the EU's economic
potential as the biggest “economy ™
on the planct, would come 1nto con-
flict with its *“properiy relations”. that
is, the way the cconomy is owned and
organised on the basis of separate
states, each of which putsits own

interest before that of the whole To
freat the resources of the whole EU
as if they belonged to a single “coun-
try” and 1o transter funds to onc small
parl of that “country”’, namely
Greece, would be to override the
interests of other parts, If that could
be done for Greece, then why not for
Ircland, or Spain, or lraly or any-
where else?

The biggest capitalist concerns,
which have Lo operate internation-
ally because ol their size, have long
wanted to sce the EU become a uni-
ficd system — but only on the condi-
tton thal everyregion was obliged to
follow the same economic rules and
policics. The most obvious support-
ers of this strategy have been in the
north of Europe. particulariy, but not
only, in Germany, Significantly, Gor-
don Brown recently revealed that,
had the Euro been introduced on
that kind of basis, he would have sup-
ported Britain adopting the currency,

Moving towards Europcan unili-
cation was the sirategy behind the
European Constitution, which was
famously thrown out as a result of &4
referendum in Denmark. Having
failed to get what they wanted that
way, the big capitalist supporters of
unification are now trying a different
approach.

By retusing to allow central EU
funds to be used to bail out Greeee,
or anvwhere else, they arc forcing the
governments of the so-called “periph-
cral” states to confront a harsh
choice. In effect, they arc saying,
either continued national soveraignty,
which will l¢ad to national bank-
ruptcy, or unification under cconomic
policics dictated by the European
Central Bank which would then
decide what transfers might be
allowed.

workerspower.com




% GREEK CRISIS

Greece: the prospects for a revolution

Greek Prime Minister George Papandreou gives way to a coalition government as the EU leaders attempt to force through
more cuts and austerity. But the Greek people are fighting back, writes Martin Stuchanek

THE 48-HOUR general strike on 19
and 20 October was the biggest since
Greece’s economy was effectively
placed under a dictatorship of the
leaders of the “troika™ of the Euro-
pean Commission (EC), the Euro-
pean Central Bank (ECB) and the
International Monetary Fund (TMF).

Greece's PASOK prime minister
George Papandreou’s desperate plov
ol calling a referendum on the latest
cuts package was immediately
vetoed by the irate duo — Sarkory
and Mcrkel -~ who summoned him
to Cannes, If the referendum went
ahead, they made clear, the loans
would stop, and if the Greeks dared
vote “no” then they would be out
of the Eurozone.

Papandreou [aces not only the
Herculean task of trying to force
through Sarkozy and Merkels’
“shock therapy™ against the over-
whelming opposttion of the Greek
people, without & shred of o demo-
crat:c mandate Healsotaces the
dnprincipicd cenmire-tight apposiiion
party New Democracy (ND),led by
Antonis Samaras.

Previous ND governments ranup
SISETIO ORI T DManNurd T Erank-
LT Panik cateon and New York,
and ND arc even more wholeheart-
edly in favour of the austerity plan
than Papandrecou is. They are now
demanding that he resign and call an
election,

The appalling fact is that there is
no party with both the electoral
strength and political courage to
oppose the devastation of social and
cconomuc lifc that the austerity plans
are wreaking on this small countrv.
The ND politicians hope that the
majority of Greeks, who oppose the
cuts, will nevertheless give them a
majorily that will implement them
moteresolutely than Papandreou can,

To such a impassc has the “home
of democracy” come. But it 1s the so-
called democratic politicians of
Europe who 1nsist that the Greek
people — from public and private sce-
tor workers to impoverished smatll
farmers — miust nol be allowed any
say over the looting and plunder of
their country.

Papandreou’s only answer 1s a des-
perate attempt to manoeuvre ND
into a national unity coalition, or to
back an emergency government of
“independent” experts, headed by a
former Furopean Bank chief. This
would be a government even more
remote from the pressure of the peo-
ple — government of the bankers for
the bankers by the bankers.

The government in the service of the
banks

Greece shows many countries of
Europe therr future. The ironically
named EU “rescue package™ being
implemented there 1s a historically
unprecedented experiment, totally
under the political supervision and
control of the “troika”, The Greek
government has to sit up and beg for
every single euro. It has to confess

fifthinternational.org

that all the measures taken so {ar
werce too little, that more and yet
more cuts and sell offs of public
assets must be introduced.

On 20 October the Greek parlia-
ment agreed further cuts in public
sector salaries of up to 50 per cent
and effectively tore up all wage con-
tracts in the private sector, leading
to wage cuts of up to 20 per cent in
real terms.

The dictates of the “troika™ are
in [act sharpening the crisis. But
the Germany and France, the EU'S
leading powers, are not “rescuing”’
Greece but their own banks, pension
funds and other institutional bond-
holders. They are using the crisis to
establish a dictatorship of interna-
tronal finance capital. of the banks
and giant industrial corporations,
aver the EUJ,

Their problem is that the Greek
state could collapse under the bur-
Jonordebhrowchunt resecablo oon-
Egusnisl N it irrine Bunosonc
Dl aise Tor e word economy, Wi
Spain and Italy also tacing statc
bankruptcy, writing off half the
Greok debt was unavoldable te
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and servicing the remaining qal

The harshness of the “rescuc™ is
not only the means by which will
Greece be forced into much greater,
almost colonial, dependence. Tt will
also strengthen the centralisation of
EU financc policy under German
and French control, turning the EU
from an alliancc of statcs into an
imperialist federal state, under Ger-
man hegemony with a French “part-
ner.” Ol course, the big 1ssuc 1s: will
the patients survive the shock treat-
ment? And will the doctors?

Fortunately there is another actor
on the stage, one that can avert the
impending tragedy: the Greek work-
ing class.

B i T [T R ]

Rising class struggtes
Over the last tfive vears the country
has cxperienced a wave of struggles.
First there was the student move-
ment of 2006 to 2007, with occupa-
tions and riots cven before the world
ecanomic crists broke. Then there
was an uprising of the youth in
December 2008, after the police mur-
der of 15-year-old school student
Alexis Grigoropoulos. Thisled to the
collapse of the ND government. new
elections and the clectoral victory ot
the nationalist-populist PASOK.
Since 2009, there have been 13
general strikes and many sectional
strikes. Inspired by the revolutions
in Egyptl and Tunisia and the occu-
pation of public squares in Spain, a
“movement of the indignant” devel-
oped in Athens and other Grecek
cities. Finally, in recent months there
have been long strikes in transport
and in the public sector, Time and
again, ministries and offices were
occupied. In many districts public
sector workers, in protest against the
cuts, have stopped carrying out func-
tions like the sale of tickets on pub-

. o =
- An,. . 4 v o

P MM, &Y, OF 2 4 F g,

‘."'.-'- . .

The Troika of the European Gentral Bank, European Gommission and the IMF
are tearing Greece apart in a desperate attempt to save their system. The
crisis is being passed onto the Greek people through austerity and poverty.

e transport,

Al naside the ~couratena el the
LGUATES & serigs of workers” Jdirect
actions have favoured the establish-
ment of new mobilising structures
on a local or workplace basis: action
committees that draw in new activists
and strengthen the mobilisations for
the demonstrations.

The governing PASOK party has
sutfered a massive cxit of members
and a devastating loss of support tn
apmion palls now down to about 13
per cent. Even though the two
biggest trade union confederations
still stand close 10 PASOK. several
of their sectional trade unions have
formally withdrawal their support.

This has put wind in the sails of the
lett parties. Together, they are recelv-
g aboul 23 per cent support in opin-
ton polls. [t says a great deal about
the situation that 30 per cent say they
are undecided. These pollsreveal an
important aspect of the overall polit-
1cal situation: social polarisation.
At the moment, this 1s benefiting the
left in whom the population, in par-
ticular 1ts more active scctions, are
placing their hope.

But crisis-induced polarisation
cannot last indefinitely. Nor will it
alwavs lavour the left; the forward
mmpetus of the mass movement can
only last for a imited timce. Either
it will successfully resolve the crisis
by revolutionary means, or contin-
ual impoverishment will demoralise
the people. This will lead to confu-
s10n among the masses on the one
hand, and the radicalisation and
advance of the counterrcvolutton as
a result of increasing hopelessness
on the other, InTrotsky’s words the
wing can turn to vinegar, The alter-
native 1s between revolution and
counterrevolution.

For the generalisation and central-
isation of the councils

The district committees, and the

action committees in the factories
tharhuve hoen Created in recen:
months, must be generalised and
built mmto full-scale workers coun-
cils, presenting an alternative power
to the state apparatus. It 1s not
enough only to build more and more
of these at the local level; 1t 18 nec-
cssary to coordinate them on a
national level, on the basis of direct
clection and permancent recallabil-
ity. A national congress of delegates
from the existing district and factory
comrnitlees, irom the occupation
assemblies, and from the schools and
universities should be convened as
quickly as possibie.

1t must not only discuss and decide
upon a programme tor the over-
throw of thc austerity government,
whoever {orms it, but also decide on
what to replace 1t with. Tt is precisely
here that the [lundamental weak-
nesses of the emerging Greck rev-
olution can be seen. The overthrow
of the government, cven theidea of
an uprising, is on cveryone’s Hps.
What is missing 1s a clear perspec-
tive not just of how 1o bring down
this government, but what should
happen afterwards.

Unlimited general strike!

The burning necessity is an all-out
unlimited general sirike. This
demand must be made on the big
trade unions: ADADY and GSEE
BC and ABC and PAME, which is
close to the Greek Communist Party
(KKE).

But a wait for the say-so of the
union tops and reformist party lead-
ers will be a long one. The strike com-
miilees, assemblies and the embry-
onic workers' councils must start
mobilising now [or all-out strike
action — mass political strikes — to
block the ¢cuts and bring down any
government that tries to imple-
ment them. This will require self-

defence arganisations built by the
nlomsovouth gareurs and the oxist-
MY STeWArdy eTyenisaians o the
various fefl groups.

The central political demands for
the movement now must be an end
to the austerily packages, the cancel-
[ation of debts (including those of
local government) and the expropri-
ation of the banks under wovkers'’
control. These measures all point in
one direction — transition (o a dem-
ocratically planned cconomy. They
can only b¢ implemented by a work-
¢rs’ government, onc based on the
organs of struggle created by work-
ers and youth, an allernaiive power
which can break up the capitalist
state apparatus with us police and
military and replace it with council
democracy and the armed people.

The call to take the course of an
anti-capitalist workers' government
must be made to all left parties; the
KKE,SYRIZA (aleft reformust off-
snoot of the KKE), Antarsya (a fed-
eration of revolutionary groups) and
the trade unions,

To fight for such a strategy. a
conscious revolutionary leader-
ship, and therefore a new revolution-
ary party, Is the key question of the
Greek revolution today. Todayv there
arc in the Greek movement a num-
ber of groups and parties and
alliances that waver between
relormism and revolutionary Marx-
tsm. These groups more or less
openly express the need for a revo-
lutionary change. Most of them,
unlike the reformists and anarchists,
rccognise that the question of work-
crs’ political power must be posed
and answcered. It s high time for
them to unite on the basis of a rev-
alutionary action programme.

» This is an edited version of a
longer articie on
fifthinternational.org
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* EGYPTIAN REVOLUTION

Egypt after the Maspero massacre

VIOLENCE AGAINST Egvpt’s
Coptic Christian minonty. about one-
gwenticth of its population, s not a
new phenomenon. Hosni Mubarak's
regime, and Anwar Sadat’'sbefore it,
frequently allowed or cnabled “pop-
ular™ expressions of hostility towards
the Copts as a safety-valve for socal
discontent. What is new, however, 18
direct violence from the state, which
under Mubarak posed as a neutral
institution mediating a solution 1o
“sgctarian tensions” . between an
apparently “problematic™ minority
and the ever-present bogeyman of
Jslamist extremists.

At least 23 people werc Killed in
Cairo on 9 and 10 October, when the
army fired live ammunition and
drove vehicles into protesters who
tried 1o stage a sit-in at the state t¢l-
evision building at Maspero. The
demonstrators — Muslim as well as
Christian — had been protesting at the
recent burning of a church in
Marinab village, near Edflu in the
rural Aswan Governorate, as well
as the hostile and biascd coverage of
the state-run media.

State television, in turn,cngaged in
open sectarian incitement, calling on
the public to “defend the army”
from a supposed upnsing of armed
Christian extremists, forcing other tel-
evision stations to distance themselves
before being shut down by the army
for trying to cover the Maspero
protests, The same sort of thugs who
tried to break up the anti-Mubarak
protests in Tahrir Square during the
infamous “Battle of the Camel” on 2
February got the message. and came
out armed with sticks and knives,

The 25 January Revolution saw
barricrs come down between Copls
and Muslim Egyptians, with Chris-
tian protesters protecting Mushim
protesters at prayer.and Mushim pro-
testers holding placards with the com-
bined cross-and-crescent symbol of

the carly twenticth century Egyptian
indcpendence movement. But the
months since have seen growing vio-
lence against Christians, most notably
from the Salafists, an ultra-puritan
Islamist movement that had opposcd
fhe anti-Mubarak protests. The most
frequent causes for violence have
ceneraily invelved dispates areund
the building or maintenance ot places
of worship — an urea heavily regu-
lated by the state — and surrounding
conversion and “mixed” marriages,
with Christian men only allowed (o
marry Muslim women legally il they
convert to Isiam.

Moreover. anti-Coptic violence in
Egypt has a history. As the Chris-
tian Palestinian academic Joseph
Massad pointed out, after the bomb-
ing of a church in Alexandria in the
weeks before Mubarak's downiall,
scetarianism in Egypt long predates

Sadat and Mubarak - but 1t was
Sadat’s decision in the 1970s to aban-
don the Palestinians and ally himselt
with Isract and the United States that
saw the majority of Muslim Egvp-
tians opting for Islam rather than the
“Arab cause” as the ncw “extra-
Egvptian framework for thetr iden-
v Massad slded et thivanumod
many Christian Egyptians “to revert
to a more parochial and local iden-
tity of Copticness, rooted exclusively
within Egypt.”

This followed the radical Arab
nationalist period under Gamal Abdel
Nasscr in the 1950s and 1960s, which
had “included and welcomed Egypt-
ian Christians undcr its banner 7, even
though it was not always “the major
political current among most Egypt-
ian Christian intcllectuals™.

It might scem ironic that the Arab
world's Christian minorities have

invariably been morc threatened
under the rule of pro-Western
recgimes than of anti-Western ones.
The fact remains, however, that the
“concerns” of the Western imperi-
alist powers — notably reiterated by
US President Obama in his June 2009
speech at Caira University - for the
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munorities in tae Arab world, have
only ever served as a pretext for mter-
vention when it serves imperialist
INtercsts.

Egypt’s ruling Supremc Council of
the Armed Forces (SCAF) can vest
assured that Obama will not make
more than the most token protest
against its massacre of the Maspero
demonstrators. however much some
Islamophobes in the West may point
to it to “prove” [slam’s supposedly
unique tendency for religious intol-
Crance.

Worker
fight for
their rights

Since the falt of Mubarak,
workers have taken their chance
to taunch strikes and protesis
over hoth political issues and
working conditions. There have
been strikes of telecoms workers
against the management hoard
and demanding the releaase of
fellow co-workers, a strike at
Egypt’s Misr Gement over wages
as well as lawyers locked in a
dispute with judges over the new
Judiciary Authority Law, which
gives judges the right to detain
fawyers in the courtroom if a
judge considers that they are
being ‘disrespectiul’.

Even the hated police force
have been on strike, demanding
shorfer working hours and a 200
per cenl imCrease B pay.

The military government is
currently discussing a new draft
taw which would improve
workers’ conditions and rights. it
includes cancelling Law 35/1976,
which gives the state control
over trade unions in terms of
finances and activities,

The probiem is that all the
strikes are disconnected, which
means that the bosses or the
government can deal with the
different disputes separately.

Military

THE EGYPTIAN army’s altack on
unarmed Coptic demonstrators has
not occurred in a vacuum. It takes
place in the run-up to parliamentary
elections, due to begin on 28 Novem-
ber and end on 10 January: follow-
ing large protests against the trial
of civilians by military courts;and in
the midst of controversy around a
new “constitutional principles dog-
ument” put forward as the first dratt
of Egypt's new post-Mubarak con-
stitution.

Drawn up by Deputy Prime Min-
ister for Political Affairs Dr Al al-
Selmy, a member of the liberal
nationalist Wafd party, it grants the
army top brass a whole ratt of spe-
cial powers, placing the delence
budget above parliamentary scrutiny
and giving the military a veto over
questions of war and peace. It also
pUrports to give strong powers to the
Presidency, although as Moroccan-
American journalist Issandr El
Amrani noted: “this ignores the fact
that the parliament may choose a
parliamentary system without a
strong President to begin with™,

G « Workers Power #359 ¢ November 2011
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What is clear is that SCAF and
its chosen civilian ministers are
preparing the way for a “democra-
tic” counter-revolution to reverse the
gains made by the masses on the
streets since January, by creating d
militarised Turkish-style state in
which ¢lected politicians must con-
sult the military on any questions
of rcal importance.

The situation on the ground
reflects this, with around 15,000 civil-
jans tried in military courts since
Mubarak's forced resignation on
11 February,

Activist and blogger Alaa Abd El
Fattah of the No Military Trials for
Civilians (NMTC) movement was
arrested at the Maspero protests
alongsidc another activist Bahaa
Saber, charged with “assaulting mil-
itary personnel™”, “stealing weapons”
from the army, and “inciiing violence
against the military”. They have
refused to answer questions from mil-
itary personnel while under inter-
rogation, and have since called for an
Egvpt-wide boycott of the military
courts. The [act that Fattah has been

charged with inciting violence when
it was military armourcd personnel
carriers that crushed so many peoplc
to death shows how outrageous his
trumped up charges are.

SCAF’'s chairman and com-
munder-in-chief of the armed forees,
Ficld Marshal Mohamed Hussein
Tantawi. has promised to end civil-
ian trials in military courts “except
as provided for by martial law™.
But the Militarv Justice Codce allows
the military authorities the sole right
to determine if a case is within their
jurisdiction. There s now a growing
campaign against the malitary trial
of civilians and the acting govern-
ment’s denial of the right to eriticise
the military.

It is clear that although Mubarak
has gone, there is still a serious lack of
democraticrights in the country. That
is why Egyptian revolutionaries are
calling for a revival of the “stifled
revolution” and a concerted effort to
break the power of the military over
political affairs, They have linked their
struggte up with those in the Occupy
movement across the world. Fattah

constitutional

wrote aletter [rom prison sayving *Our
strength is in our shared struggle. If
they stifle our resistance, the J per cent
will win ~ in Caire, New York, Lon-

Activist and blogger Alaa Abd El Fatta

don, Rome — ¢vervwhere. But while
the revolution lives, our imaginatons
knows no bounds. We can still create
a world worth living.”

workerspower.com




% UNION MOVEMENT

Simon Hardy

THE ELECTRICIANS’ dispule has
shown what a well organised rank and
file movement can pull off today. From
an initial conlerence in August to
weekly protests and now a ballot ol 4
thousand Balfour Beatty electricians,
the sparks’ movement 1s an cxcellent
model to follow,

But there 1s only a short time to go
betore the Jownt Industry Board agree-
ment 18 ripped up. Balfour Beatty will
impose new coniracts on 7 December,
imposing a dramatic reduction in wages,
by as much as 35 per cent in some cases.

As two of the Sparks’ leaders, Steve
Kelly and Russ Blakely, wrote: “The
construction employers were deter-
mined o create a docile and atomised
workforce who would end up accept-
ing almost anvthing.”

The campaign has focused on pick-
cting out the sites of the seven major
construction firms and demanding a
national baliot. This was an cxcellent
strategy but it hit two problems.

Firstly, the picketing has not been
entirely successiul;sites have only occa-
sionally been shut down, and business
has tended to carry on as normal, but

with a noisy demo outside. On the Ton-
don protests, activists often “1ake the
road”, pulting people away from the
more important task of picketing
entrances or raiding sites. By the
time the police come it is often easv
for them to force a gap in the picket
line to keep the site open.

Secondly Unite delaved calling any
kind of ballot. Now only Balfour Beatty
electrictans are being balloted, and it
has been left so late that no legal strike
coutd start betfore 7 Decembery, the day
that workers arc being forced to sign
new contracts. Why are Balfour Beatty
workers striking alone? Why hasit been
teft so late?

There s sull time to win the dispute,
but the campaign, led by the Site
Workcer bulletin and supported by
Grass Roots Left, needs to ratchet up
a gear Or twWo:
® Picket out the sites — only work stop-

pages will force concessions
® Strike against all the emplovers, not

just Baifour Beatty
® Don’t wait for offictal ballots —use
flying pickets to spread the action
® No return to work until the JIB
agreement 1s reinstated for alf — all
out and stay out!

A D A O e s

How can the sparks win?

What do bureaucrats think of the rank and file?

A leaked email from Bernard McAulay,
Unite’s National Officer for
Construction, reveals how angry the
bureaucracy is with union members
getting organised independently. He
criticises Grass Roots Left, saying “the
constant scurrilous attacks on
officials by this smalil fringe group
does have an impact on our

campaign, as this cancerous group
are simply opportunist’s and
extremely divisive when making there
contribution at meetings” (all
mistakes courtesy of McAulay).

He finishes his email saying that
other Unite full-timers should be
“opposed to becoming involved in
this poisonous campaign by these

mindless individuals who will simply
hide by the Union’s Equality policy”.
McAuiay certainly knows how to
encourage union activism! McAulay
was even mare shocked when Steve
Kelly from Site Worker got up at a
meeting that McAulay was also at
and read the email out to rank and
file construction workers!

BBC bhallots fo

Joy Macready, NUJ pc

BBCWORKERS are gearing up for
battle after the broadcaster
announced plans to axe another
2,000 jobs. Tt aims to reduce costs by
20) per cent over the next five vears
— of £670 million a vear — and dras-
tically revamp programming.

If this goes through, 7,000 jobs will
have been lost since Mark Thomp-
son became director general in 2004,
This time round, between 550 and
630 jobs in the news department and
original programming will be

slashed, At arcecent meating in
Belftast, Thompson {(who was paid
£838,000 1n 2009-10) insultingly told
staft: *"INo one 1s forcing vou to stay.”
Bet they wish somconce would force
him to go!

Three unions - Broadcasting,
Entertamment., Cinematograph and
Theatre Unton (Bectu), Unile, and
the National Union of Journalists
(NUT) — opened a ballot for strike
action on 4 November. This gives
activists in all three unions a great
chance to stand up and fight for their
members. A huge biow to the BBC

strik

burcaucrats would be to align the
action with the public sector strikes
planncd tor 30 November.

First, we have to fight for a mas-
stve YES vote. On the ground, union
members at different sites should
organise cross-union meetings and
arm members with the arguments Lo
cncourage all BBC workers 1o sup-
port the strikce. They should launch
a recrurtment drive among non-
union members and campaign
around the slogan: “Picket lines
mean don't cross”.

It1s also important to engage with

action

the public. As Michelle Stanistreet,
general secretary of the NUJ, said:
“BBC cxccutives and the coalition
government might not care aboul
quahty journalism and programming,
but staff and members of the public
carc passionately about the corpo-
ration’s future.”

It 1s vital that cross-union strike
committees are clected to control
the strike’s progress. This will help
buiid up trust between members of
the different unions so that their
lecaders cannot pull the rug out from
under the sirike and make a deal

behind the backs of the strikers.

Mass meetings and strike commit-
tces also need to come up with a plan
of action. After a series ol one or two
day strikes in the public sector, many
trade unionists arc coming to the
realisation that only an all-out indef-
inite stoppage will truly stop these
sAvVage cuts.

As we have witnessed in previous
rounds of cuts and the pensions
dispute, rank and file activists should
not rely on their leaders and have to
be able to [ead the struggle without
them if necessary.

Builders’ union bars

militant from election

Jeremy Dewar

MICK DOOLEY, a bricklaycr who
has been blacklisted and tmpris-
oned for his militant trade union activ-
iies on construction sites in the 1990s,
has been banned from standing in the
building union UCATTs clection for
the top post of General Secretary. This
outrageous, burcaucratic diktat is
an affront to cvery worker on the sites
and every trade unionist.

Dooley forced the new election,
last March, when he uncovered fraud
(or incompetence) swrrounding the
previous hallot: half of UCATT s
membership, 70,000 workers, never
received voting papers. Since (hen,
the incumbent General Secretary.,
Alan Richic, has heen suspended,
while allcgations of financial corrup-
tion are investigated.

But now a panel of three gencral
council and three executive council

fifthinternational.org

members has barrcd both Mick and
Richie from standing on the grounds
that thev are... “incompetent”, Talk
about the kettle calling the pot black!

This decision is a blatant piece of
gerrymandering. taking out the
bureaucracy’s most vocal and consis-
tent critic. The simultaneous bar-
ring of Richic is just camouflage — the
officials kncw they could not get away
with only debarring Mick — and
leaves the fieid clear for Richie’s main
allv and fellow burcaucrat, Steve
Murphy. How convenient.

Mick's real crime was to dig around
and start to root out corruption and
malpractice in UCATT s HQ. He has
played an mportant role in the cur-
rent campaign, led by rank and file
bulletin Site Worker, to stop cmploy-
ers from cutting clectricians” pav rates
by a third. Mick has also collaborated
with Jerry Hicks of Unite and Work-
crs Power in spreading the idea of

building a Grass Roots Left.

Only last month, Mick told our
Anticapitalism event that, “if clected
gencral secretary I will fight for
sociatism” and pledged to “openly
criticise other trade union lcaders™
should they sctl out.

All UCATT members and other
tradc union bodies should pass res-

olutions abjectling 1o the batring of

Mick’s candidacy and demanding the
vetting panel (what a disgusting con-
ceptin a workers' organisation)
reconvence and reverse 1ts decision
(there isno appeals procedure). They
should also support Mick's attempt
to take out a High Court injunction
to stop the election, while not rely-
Ing on the bosses’ courts.

Our movement needs feaders hike
Mick, who are prepared to stand up
to the bosses, take on the anti-union
taws and name the traitors who
betrav workers 1n struggle.

Marcus Halaby

FIFTY RANK and file union
activists, mainiy but not exclusively
from Unite, gathered in Birming-
ham on 5 November for the Grass
Roots Lett’s (GRL) sccond con-
fcrence. Held six months after the
GRL's launch in May. it was a
much more produclive mecting,
reaching agreement on a platform
and a constitution.

The platform voted on called for
the election of all union officials, who
would also be subject to recali,
rank and file contro! of disputes, mil-
itant action to fight all the cuts,
defiance of the anti-union laws, a
mass unionisation drive and the
building of rank and file organisa-
lions across the European trade
union movement,

A debate took place on whether
to include the call for nationalisation

Grass Roots Left
agrees platform

under workers’ control of enterprises
laving off staff, with one speaking
preferring to call for mutualisation,
and another arguing that the call for
workers’ control would be too pre-
scripuve. A Workers Power sup-
porier counterced that the scale of the
economic crisis meant that we would
be entering a period of struggle, in
which this slogan would acquire
grealer relevance and popularity,

Conlerence also passed a Work-
ers Power resolution on the electri-
clans’ dispute, calling for rank and
fife organising meetings to prepare
for industrial action on 30 Novem-
ber, to coincide with the public sec-
tor strike, and to campaign for an all-
out strike.

Conference was a good step for-
ward, but GRL remains a small
organisation. [ts supporters’ main
task now is to build the organisation
in the struggles that lic ahead.
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We need an antica

SOMETIMES THE ruling class can
be more alert to the opportunities
posed by a crisis. Milton Fricdman, a
right wing economist who spent his
life fighting to dismantle the welfare
state, said of his own project that 1t
would only come 1o friition in a time
of great upheaval.

“Only a crisis —actual or perceived
— produces rcal change”, he wrote,
“When that crisis occurs, the actions
that are taken depend on the ideas
that are lying around. That, I beleve,
is our basic function: to develop alter-
natives to existing policies, to keep
them alive and available until the
politically impossible becomes polit-
ically inevitable.”

And indeed Friedman was right.
Crises arc written into the DNA of
capitalism. Capital treats each and
every onc of them as an opportunity
to re-organise saciely in its explota-
tive interestis.

Austerity and sweeping privatisa-
tion that we se¢c¢ across Burope are
part of this drive to make working
people pay the costs of the capitalist
crisis, and 1o use tax revenues 1o
securc the wealth of the world’s rich-
cst people ~ the investors, financiers
and bankers who sit at the top of the
svstem.

Norcontent with the stageering
wealth they have accrued over the last
decadcs, the 1% —as they have becn
called by the occupiers of London,
Syntagma Square, Wall Street, and
beyond - are using the crisis to bring
about another massive shift of wealth
and power into their own hands.

A growing number of people are
starting to sce through this agenda,

Strategy

But two guestions are faced by every-
one who wants to see the plans of the
rich frustrated and ultimately
dcfeated.

The first is how to stop the cuts and
austerity. Workers Power has been
consistent in its message that if we
want Lo stop the government then we

Unite

THE UNITE the Resisiance conference
on 19 November will bring together
hundreds of rank and file trade
unionists who are set to strike in
defence of their pensions later in the
month,

It wiil be an opportunity to develop
the cross union rank and file
organisation, independent of the
pfficial leaderships, that is capable of
holding them to account, and taking
action without them should they try
anit sell the struggle out.

Unite the Resistance will be able 1o
achieve these things if it begins to
move away from the model of front
gcampaigns that dominant the
practice of the socialist left in Britain.

The conference will see a number
of different workshops — with the
opportunity to share experiences,
network and discuss campaigning
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have to bring it down through mass
strikes and protests.

The second is what kind of organ-
isations we necd 1o bring about.
This second question becomes all the
more important once you ask the first,
because once we know what’s neces-
sary then we quickly become con-
scious of the inadequate response of
the working class movement — the fail-
ure of the existing leaderships and
organisations to fight to bring down
the austerity governments of Europe.

Transforming the trade unions is
central to this task. Building a rank
and file movement is a necessary part
of the struggle against the bosses,

ther

proposals.
Such workshops are undoubtedly

important. But it’s also crucial that the

conference discusses and agrees a
sirategy for the movement in the run
up to 30 November strikes.

We need to be drawing up concrete
pians for the rapid escalation of the
dispute. Even a one day strike of 3
miliion workers is unlikely on its own
to force the government’s hand.

Maximum co-ordinated strike
action - official if possible, unofficial if
necessary — must be organised to
throw back this Tory led offensive.

The conference should also call for a
general strike to bring down the
government and see the hattle of
pensions as part of a massive industrial
campaign to force the Tories out.

We should push for longer strikes
around 30 November - to send the

because we can't rely on the leaders
of the big unions 1o do what has 1o be
done - thev are too venal, too conser-
vative and too bureaucratic. The left
as well as right union leaders see no
alternative to working within the cap-
italist system, the reality of the profit
system and the restrictions imposed
by its governments and laws.

= also need a united anty cuts
movement; one that can bring
together the direct action campaign-
ers with the trade union activists
and the far left parties, onc that
involves the union Jeaders willing 1o
fight but not one which submits our
actions 1o their veto.

message to both the union leadership
and the Tories, that we are prepared
to escalate this dispute. We should
fight to get the endorsement of the
union leaders, bit be prepared to take
unofficial action t00.

To give workers the confidence 1o
do this we need to build cross union
strike commitiees across horoughs,
towns and cities so that the rank and
file of the unions are able to organise
effective coordinated action from
below, if the union leaders aren’t
prepared to do it from above.

The conference should seek to
develop strong links with local anti-
cuts committees, communities and all
groups taking action against the
government ant banks — UK Uncut,
Occupy the City — with the aim of
developing 2 mass movement of
strikes, occupations and direct action

Currently there are three national
anti cuts campaigns and numerous
local committees - but there s no real
co-ordination or demaocratic forum
to bring them together. Unfortunately,
sectarian rivalries of far left organi-
sations each attached to their own
‘branded anti-cuts campaign — SWP
with Right (o Work, Socialist Party
with the Shop Stewards Network,
Counterfire with Coalition of Resist-
ance - has so far obstructed the devel-
opment of a united movement. All ol
them tend to tailor their strategy to
altracting big name union leaders to
their platforms We need to overcome
this combination of opportunism

esistance

against the government and its
business allies.

The potentia! of Unite the

Resistance, however, is as a Cross-
union rank and file movement fighting
with the union leaders where
possible, but also without them where
necessary.

For this potential to be realised it
must genuinely unite the resistance. it
can’t just create another branded,
SWP front campaign which is
bureaucratically controlled from the
top down.

It wilt only be taken seriously by
militants if it actively seeks to co-
ordinate with the broadest possible
range of socialist and trade union
campaigns, such as the National Shop
Stewards Network and the Unite
Grassroots Left, to develop a powerful
rank and file movement.
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towards the leaders and sectarian
obstruction of maximum unity of the
resistance so that the militant wing
of the movement maximises the pres-
sure it puts on the TUC and the
unions leaders and builds up an alter-
native lcadership to them.

Moving heyond resistance

We need a winning strategy for the
anti-cuts movement. But the resist-
ance against austerity also poses fun-
damental gucstions about what kind
of soclety we want to live .

By scizing public space and mak-
ing a global criticism of the politics of
austerity and inequality, the Occupy
movement has put anticapitalism
back on the political map. Indoing so
it has poses a serics of questonto us
all. including the organised left, which
our movenent is vet to fully answer,

How do we move beyond capttal-
ism? What kind of alternative do we
necd? How do we unite in a new polit-
ical organisation that can win this
alternative svstem? And how do we
relate our vision ol what a new soci-
ety should look like to our practice
— how we organise 1o win in the here
and now”

These are vexing guestions for
the movements of the day — not
least because rarely in modern his-
tory has there been such a deep cri-
sis of capitalism, yet such little taith
in the possibility of an alternative sys-
tem. However the conditions arc
the best they have been Lor a gener-
ation to popularise radical anticapi-
talist ideas.

The idea that wealth should he
democratically socialiscd mn theinter-
ests of the producers, what Marx
darcd to call socialism, 15 always a
rational idea, but today it’s also a
burning necessity.

workerspower.com
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Butthe working ciass has oy over
pecome convinced of the practicality
i this 1dea when mass political organ-
sations have made it the order of the
Jav.

That's the challenge lor todav's

ovement and the far left organisa-
1ons. Can they build new political
prganisations, bevond the existing lelt,
ible 1o make socialism aredible again”

Workers Power, aleng with oth-

ers, has begun discussions on how 1o
nawer these questions. We want an
pen discussion with new laver of
ctivists working together in the anti-
uts movement who share a desire not
0 “go on in the same old way” and
xplore new avenues for umty,

This crisis is so serious, so deep, that

rying onm the same old way 1s sim-
iv not good enough.

Our view of what a new organisa-
ion should look like isin the process
v development. We cxpect it to

hange and undergo refinement
rotugh the course of the discussions
‘¢ undertake.
But as 4 starting pomnt a ncw organ-
ation needs to go bevond the co-
rdination of resistance to show how
he cuts can be beaten and name cap-
talism as the tundamental probiem,

It nceds to have a perspective of

ransforming the working class move-
nent — supporting and developing
ank and file initiatives from below,
ypposing scctarian divisions and
puilding a united anti-cuts movement.
t must see the fightback in Britain as
part of an mternational struggle, We
elieve it should support all the rev-
plutions in the Middle East against
ictators and back the Palestinian
e ople against Isracl,

We also believe that a new organ-
sation needs to be open to new lay-

s whether or not they agree with all

iithinternational.org
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Our role in the movement

Workers Power e Trotskvist organ-
isation — we behiove that 4 political
Imsirument simiiar to that which
hrought the working class Lo power
in Rassizts needed. But we accept
that Bolshevism has a bad name 1n
ine movements of today. It is tar-
nished both by the legacy of Stalin-
1sm and. it has Lo be said, by the cvn-
ical manocuvring of many on the
British lelt.

Many activists who have come into
the movement in recent vears have
seen grassroots and horizontal net-
works build vibrant and inspiring
campaigns, when the traditional
tabour movement has shown inertia
and passivity in the face of today’s
new tasks. But thev are also coming
to realise that the millions of people
still organised in the lebour move-
ment, able by sirike action to bring
the profit making svstem to a hal -
will be essentral for our ultimate
VICLOTY OVCI It

It's beholden on us to help a new
generation of activists rediscover the
revolutionary deniocratie tradition of
Bolshevism but in the context of the
practical tasks our movement faces,
Weneed to combine. for exampic.the
openness, participation. and democ-
racy of the assemblhies. with the social
weight and discipline of the organmised
working class, but without 1ts unde-
mocralic bureaucracy,

Importantly, we need to have some
humility about our own tradition,
modest aboul the forces (hat we can
bring and determined that a new
political project is genuinely the prop-
crty of a new generation of activists.
[t has to be thoroughly democratic
and avotd the bureaucratism that has

st alternative

andormincl preicus el Innidgn o

Dechate hus to be Iraternal but hon-
eit A prinaple ot all rational argu-
ment is that either side wall think they
arc In the right ~ we necd to respect
differences as well as working for ¢lar-
ity and unity.

We are not therefore saving, like
many on the left still are, simply
‘toin us’, Neither are we saving that
we should rush into founding a new
organisation without serious reflec-
tion and discussion. But we see that
there 1s mood amongst a new gener-
ation of activists to engage n frater-
nal debate about how we win ~ not

just against the Tories 1n Britain, but

how we get rid ol this capitalist sys-
tem once and for all,

We can learn lessons from the inter-
national left too. In recent years the
foundation of organisations like P-
Sol in Brazil, the NPA in France or
Antarsya in Greece show that 1t can
be done. Butin thisdayv and age. with
cverything that is at stake. we have to
work towards umity that can deliver
victory. That means left groups shoukd
put aside narrow, organisational intcr-
csts and ook to the growth of the
wider movement.

In Britain attempts to forge a new
left have a poor record. The lessons of
nast etforls should be debated (sze
box). But the worst attitude now
would be that these previous attempts
did not work, so why try agamm? The
class struggle goes forward in ebbs and
tlows, in the process of a retreat we
can often work out how to advance,
It falls on the revolutionary lefl today
to begin that discussion again.

{f vou are interested in this projeci,
or what to know more injformation,
then  please contacr S  OH
i lo@workerspowernet or call 0207
708 4331

Building the left:

Luke Cooper

RARELY HAVE the tasks of the
epoch weighed so heavily on the rad-
1cal fcft. With social breakdown
sweeping Europe, the world order
fracturing, and the social democratic
parties, from Pasok in Greece, the
PSOE 1n Spain, and Labour in
Britain, almost universally falling
behind the austerity consensus, there
is an urgeni need for strong, radical
parties of the anticapitalist Ieft.

Thisis not a new development but
is given added urgency by the global
crisis. In many European countries
over the last decade a spacc opencd
for new, parties of the radical left.

In Brtaw, Labour under Tony Blair
underwent a dramatic shilt rightwards,
taking many of Thatcher’s anti-work-
ing class policies much further than
she had dared and giving unwaver-
ing support to George Bush’s war on
terror in Afghanistan and 1rag. Many
activists and organisations recugmised
the opportunity this presentad for new
political formations to the lett of
Labour.

But the last decade saw these
initiatives fail. The circumstances
in which thevemerged certeinhy
shaped these ratlures. With the anu-
war movement receding and a credit
fuclled boom 1n the British economy
undcrway, there was not the intense
class birtcrness that characterises
today's situation.

Nonetheless, these projects also
suffered from a series of political fail-
ings that we must learn from.

Respect

Two experiences are particularly
important. In 2004, the Respect Coall-
tton was formed by the Sociahist
Workers Party and George Galloway.
After the huge mobilisations against
the war this came at the high point of
political opportunity to make a real
breakihrough for the radical left.

But rather than look to win a new
generation to a fighting, class strug-
gle perspective, and a socialist alter-
native to capitalism, the leaders of
Respect were explicit that these
should be dropped to win votes. The
idea was to focus on Muslim arcas
in order to pick up votes on an
anti-war basis.

Lindsey German, who has since
founded the Counterfire group, infa-
mously said at Respect’s founding
conference, “people were looking
for something less explicitly social-
1st”, The tragic irony was that this
attitude reinforced a key claim of
domimantideology. What the writer,
Mark Fisher calls ‘capitalist realism’,
the prevalent idea that there is no
alternative Lo capitalism, This con-
sensus will only be challenged if mass
poiitical organisation makes an alter-
native appear credible again.

At the SWP's annual Marxism
conference the previous vear, Ger-
man had even argued that the left
should not make a “shibholeth™ of

" The lessons of
*%1 the I ast 10 yeaI‘S

gay and lesbian rights, if it obstructed
winning votes in Muslim areas.
This was and remains a quite shame-
ful thing {for a Marxist to arguc.

It was right to focus on winning
Mushims to a new project — they
marchced in their hundreds of thou-
sands against the war and suffered
terrible racism - but we needed to
win them as anticapitalists and class
fighters against the system, not just
as liberal progressives,

Quite predictably political {en-
sibns emerged in {rving to unite
socialists with liberals in arelatively
small coalition and so it split in 2007
with Galloway and thec SWP going
their separate ways.

The key lesson 1s that a new polit-
ical project has to promaote a politi-
cai alternative to the system and has
be a fighting organisation which is
actively trying to transform the
Jabour movement from below.

Scottish Socialist Party

Another experience was the Scot-
dsh Socialist Partvinat won ax seans
in the Scotush Parblament in 2003, [
was run much morc democratically
than Respect, was explicitly social-
tst. and saw the nead {or a political
partv. not just a ceal:ticn. Many
activisis rightly see this experience
a8 MOTS positive,

But it suffered from political
failures too. Leaders of the SSP iden-
tified the need to form a transitional
organisation which grouped together
sections of the Trotskyist left with a
new layer of activists. But there
notion of what a ‘transitional crgan-
isation’ should be was a mini-
reformist party.

This led to an excessive focus on
clections. The downfall of the party
1n the coursc of the Tommy Sheridan
sex scandal reflected this. Both wings
of the bitter argument were sensitive
to the distortions of mass ‘public opin-
1on” as it is reflected through the
media, and so they refused to say sim-
ply ‘it was a private matter’,and then
get on with the task of bulding resist-
ance to the system.

But more problematic still was the
attitude that the SSP took to the lead-
ership of the labour movement. SSP
lcaders hoped to win the affiliation of
the umons, and so made no attempt to
organise cross-umon rank and file
movements which could fight with the
union {eaders where possible, and also
without them where necessary. A crit-
ical moment in the party’s evolution
was its tallure 10 autack the scll out of
the FBU strike in 2003 tn the naive
hope that the union jeadership would
return the favour and support the affil-
iation of the union to the party.

A new anticapitalist organisation
15 needed n Britain. We need o
learn from all these political mis-
takes and build a party that fights to
tundamentally transform the work-
ing class movement. is democratic
in its organisation, and shows in
practice how we can get rid of the
capitalist system,
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w BUILDING WORKERS

The great strike of 1972

Summer 1972 saw over 300,000 builders workers launch their first truly national strike. Dave Stockton 100ks at how their
victory not only raised wages, but unionised 11,000 workers, cut back on subcontracting and helped lower the rates of
deaths and injuries on sites.

THE ALL-OUT STRIKE ook
place mainly due to the initiative and
fighting spirit of militants and a
minority of regional otficials organ-
ised around a monthly paper: The
Building Workers Charter - Organ
ol the Rank and Filc Building Work-
ers. The background to the 1972
strike was the building boom of the
196()-70s, which saw around 330,000
houses built a vear.

As construction workers know only
too well, the temporary character of
the job and the myriad emplovers and
subcontractors and us many crafts
make for a constantly changing work-
force, differing contracts and pay
rates. Employcrs are constantly seek-
ing to break union organisation by
bringing in non-union labour and
by blacklisting or victimising mulitants.

The other major factor was the
practice known as iabour-only sub-
contracting, or the “lump”. Lump
workcrs were self-emploved and
thus not entitled to holiday pay,
national immsurance or PAYE tax
deductions, instead recetving a lump
sum, supposed Lo cover all cxpenses.
Between 1965 and 1970, the number
of “lumpers” more than doubled te
400,000.

The lump fed to shoddy work
and an incrcasing number of fatali-
ties and accidents. Becausc lumpers
ncgotiated their own terms of
emplovment, trade union organisa-
tion was undermined. Between 1931
and 1971, building unions lost 31 per
cent of their members. The only
responsc ol the officials, then as now,
was amalgamation - to protect their
own salarics.

The principal untons involved in
the 1972 strikc were the Transpon
and Gencral Workers Union
(TGWU) and a new amalgamation
of older unions, the Unmion of Con-
struction, Allied Trades and Tech-
nicians { UCATT). The mulitancy and
success of the strike owed little to
UCATT s new general secretary,
George Smith, who had done noth-
ing to fight against the lump and,
worse still, had for years colluded
with the cmployers in blacklisting
shop stewards, especially members
of the Communist Party (CP).

CP militants, like Lou Lewis and
Pete Kavanagh in London. Dennis
Dugen and Alan Abrahams in Man-
chester, playved a key role in creat-
ing bodies like the Manchester Build-
ing Workcers® Forum, the Merscyside
Shop Stewards Building Operatives

Committee and the London Joint
Sites Committec. Similar bodies &

3
e

Building Workers Charter (BWC).
[n April 1970 288 delegates trom
50 union branches and a similar num-
bor of stewards {from sites met in
Manchester and tounded the BWC
as a rank and [ile movement. A vear
later its conference attracted SO0 del-
cgates, and in Apri] 1972 865 dele-
gatcs. Sales of Charter, its paper,
reached 15,000 an issue by 1972,

Breakthrough

The BWC won a major break-
through in Birmingham where
organisation was much weaker than
London, Manchester and Mersev-
side. In Birmingham CPers like Pete
Carter, Mike Shilvock and Phil
Beyer, plus a few International
Socialist members (IS, predceessor
of the SWP) ike Gerry Kcliy, led the
way. With thc support of a left
Labour district otficial Ken Bar-
low, they launched a campaign to
organise Bryant & Son’s sites.

Pete Carter described thetr tactics:
“We organiscd all types of activity
against [the lump), including demos,
strikes, sit-1ns, raids on sites: you
name it we did it.” Geyry Kelly also
remembers: * By February 1972,
we had abolishcd the lump and won
a 30 per cent risc in the basic rate.”

o The

' Charter  was
responsible for
2" ok UCATT and the
W TGWU adopting
i F' a militant claim (ot
1972: £30 for 35
hours. The
_ national

gy -

spread to Stoke and Birmingham, S
where again CPers, ltke Tommy ‘&8

Walker and Pete Carter, plaved a §
leading role.

It was these militants who came
10 the conclusion a national rank and
fite organisation was needed to fight
for an industrial union for all trades
and to fight practices like blacklist-
ing, victimisation and the lump. They
took the initiative m drawing up the

The Shrewsbury Two, Des Warren and Ricky Tomlinson

lcadership tried hard to keep the dis-
pute to one of selective strikes aimed
at forcing deals out of individual
cmplovers, It this strategy had pre-
vailed it, would have fragmented the
strike and could have led to a defeat.

The strike began on 26 June dur-
ing the most intense period of class
struggle since the General Strikce of
1926. The miners had used flying and
mass pickets Lo win a massive viclory
in February, when 10,000 Birming-
ham enginccrs helped close the Salt-
lev coking coal depot. In June, a
dockers blocked container depots.
Five dockers were arrested under the
anti-union laws and imprisoned in
Pentonville.

This led to a wave ol unoftficial
sirikes, the TUC threatening a gen-
eral strike and the Tory government
backing down. Tt was clear both gov-
ernment and employers were on the
ropes and that a general sinke would
have finished them off.. if onlv there
had been an alternative leadership
based on the rank and file, a move-
ment uniting all these militant see-
tions able and politically willing 1o
¢0 bevond what the union leaders
would do.

There was of course a party wiith
thousands of members in industry -
the Communist Party. But it was n
a strategic block with the left union
leaders, including Jack Joncs of the
TGWU. Its programme The British
Road to Socialism envisaged a
Lahour Government installed by
general elections not by a general

strike. Therctore the

CPGB member and Charter leader Pete Carter addressing a workers rally
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CP and its militants ensured every
dispute remained in or returned to
the channel of a pormal trades dis-
pute.

So it was with the builders’ strike:
it the lcadership wanted selective
strikes then so be it. Fortunately
the rank and file launched flying
pickets to overcome this obstacle.
The CP militants who had setup the
BWC were divided over tactics. Most
wanted an ali-out strike but the party
did not want to jeopardise 1ts rela-
tions with the officials, so 1t supported
the selective strike. Lou Lewis and
Pete Kavanagh went along with this
line, saving those calling for an all-
out strike were “hiving in cloud
cuckoo land™.

But the Birmingham militants
worked for an all-out stoppage. Pete
Carter, despite being a CP member,
stood well to the left on strike tactics,
as did Gerry Kelly. They pursued a
policy of mass demos and pickets,
which called out all the sites they
found working. On 14 Julv for exam-
' Lrohn Birmino-
ham stopped Y0 buiiding sites. In
Stoke, Merseyside then in most other
areas, these tactics unravelled the
selective stratepy.

In Telford and Shrewsbury on 6-7
Scptember flving mass pickets [rom
North Wales invaded. unionised and
brought out sites.activitics which fater
fed to the arrest and imprisonment
of Des Warren and Ricky Tomlinson,
and their shame(ul abandonment by
the union officialdom and the TUC.
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Limits of Broad Leftism

By mid-August there was d¢ facto
an all-out strike. But when it came
o negotiations, George Smiith and
the executive came into their own.,
There was no centralised organ of
the rank and file to resist i1t.
Throughout the strike’s 13 weeks
not a singlc 1ssue of the Building
Workers Charter appeared.

Even Lou Lewis later confessed.
“in the strike the Charter went to
sicep’” adding the excuse thay “key
ones of us were so involved in man-

holidays.

boards.
meetings.

9. Total opposition to the ‘lump.’

The Building Workers Charter

1. £1 per hour basic for a 5 day, 35 hour week,
2. Three weeks holiday with full pay; Xmas Day and Boxing Day as
statutory holidays; New Years 3.Day and May Day as additional paid

3. A fully comprehensive pension scheme.

4, Decasualisation of the industry; registration of all workers.

5. Adequate safety and welfare regulations.

6. Democratise the trade unions a) the delegate conference to be a
policy making body, and b) all officials to submit to election every
three years and branch officials every year. c) Bisbanding of selection

7. Full recognition of selected stewards and regular area stewards
8. 100% compulsory trade union membership.
10. Full protection of shop stewards.

11. One democratic union for the whole industry.
12. Nationalisation of the building industry.

ning the dispute”. neither was there
a national meetling 1o discuss tac-
tics or goals. The deal on offer was
far a substantial wage increase -
some 25 per cent. But the 1ssucs of
the lump, blacklists and victimisation
were not pressed.

The protest from the rank and file
were massive; 12,000 building work-
ers marched in Liverpool, demand-
ing no settlement short of the full
claim. Yet Smith refused to put the
agreement to a vote. The CP's Morn-
ing Star complaincd and Lou Lewis
lamely protcsted that Smith had
assured him this would not happen.
But when had Smith, who was to
become a Lord for his services to
capital, ever consulted the members?

But the CPers were not naive
dupcs. Rather what was happening
was dircct resuit of the party’s
approach {o rank and file organisa-
tion. It saw its uscfulness in right-
wing led unions where it could pres-
surc existing officials and help get
left candidates elected. but it was not
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a dispute or raise political stogans.

The executive's control of negoti-
ations meant that it the cnd this mag-
nificent strikc was sold short and
alterwards a wave of victimisa-
tions, maost notoriously the Shrews-
bury Two, went unanswered.

The bitter truth 1s that the trade
union offictals form a privileged castc
whose interests clash with those of
the rank and filc whenever they are
in struggle, This wilt always be the case
as long as these otficials are irrcgu-
larly efected, impossible or difficult
to remove, paid far morce than their
members and control negotiations.

Militanis should set themsclves the
task of dissolving this caste, replac-
ing them with elected and recallable
otficers, accountable to the members
and conferences, and lay executives.
[n all major disputes, local and
national strike committees should
be 2lected and cxercise control over
all ncgotiations with any deal being
put to mass meetings of the strikers
themsclves to vote on.

workerspower.com




Dale Farm eviction - the racism that shames Britain

The shocking police violence around the eviction of travellers at Dale Farm exposed the racism at the heart of British society,
write Natalie Siverstein and Luke Coopéer

IT WAS about planning permission
~nothing more, or nothing less. That’s
what the leaders of Basildon Coun-
cil, along with the tops of the Labour
and Torv parties, all clammed.

The truth none of them dared to
speak was that it was about racism,
Yet once or twice the disguise slipped.
Rodney Bass, chairman of Esscx
county council, referrcd to the “Irish
criminals™ of Dale Farmin a letter to
the mavor of Basildon.

This was a Tory council stoking the
tribal prejudices of its electorate, in
a populist gesture that did nothing to
alleviate the sullering of ordinary
people’s lives.

Opinion polls showed 63 per cent
of people in Britain supported the
cviction, So many lics and prejudices
circulate about irish travelers — that
they are criminals, don’t pay tax,don't
work, etc —that racism {owards them
1s sadly accepted.

The Council justificd their actions
on technical grounds, a [atturce to fili
out forms and go through the " proper

The Jarrow March - for jobs and dignity

Joy Macready and Dave Stockton

MORE THAN 250 people, inchud-
ing 50 young people. left Jarrow in
Tyne and Wear on 1 October, to
march to London for a national
demonstration and rallvin Trafalgar
Square on 3 November, This tol-
lows the footsteps of the original Jar-
row march in 1935, when more than
200 unemploved men tramped the
300 miles in four weeks. The march
had backing of unions like the RMT.
PCS and Unite. Film director Ken
Loach and actor Stephen Fry also
cxpressed theiwr support,

Organiscd by the Socialist Purty
and its Youth Fight for Jobs (YET)
campaign, it was intended 1o draw
attention 1o the plight of vouth who
face high unemplovment in Britain
today, accounting for almost 40 per
cent of the unemployed.

The number of 16 to 24 vear olds
out of work is now just short of a mil-
tion {991,000), with an increase of
74,000 over the three monthsio Sep-
tember, Even after stripping out {ull-
time students, there was a sharp jump
in the number of youth looking for
work, with a total of 721,000,

The situation 1s that much worse
in the North East, where 11.3 per cent
are out of work, nearly double the 2.8
per cent in the southeast,

Going mto Higher Education is
now not an aption for many young
people, with waition fees as high as
£9,000 per vear. And even Further
Education i3 barred to many by the
scrapping of Education Maintenance
Allowance (EMA).

The YEJ marchers called for a mas-
sive government scheme to create
jobs, the reinstatement of EMA,
the reopening of axcd youth services,
the scrapping of controversial work-
farc schemes and o huge buildmg pro-
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A protestor at the Dale Farm eviction, many were beaten by police
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social housing,

The march ecnded with raliics &l
Embankment and in Trafalgar
Square.addressed by Jarrow’'s Labour
MP Stephen Hepburn, RMT general
secretary Bob Crow and Bolsover's
Labour MP Dennis Skinner.

Is the Jarrow Crusade a model to
follow?

In the 1930s Britain, like many other
countrics, was suffering from the
effects of the Great Depression, and
arcas of heavy industry like Jarrow
were hardest hit.

At that tims, unemployment ben-
cfit lasted only for 2€ weeks and after
1931 any further relict was subject
to a harsh Means Test. where the
entire family’s income and resources
were assessed. Reliel was deniad
uniil all savings and resources had
been used up.

Many families were evicted from
their homes, while able-bodied men
on Poor Relief were ordered to do
hard labour without pay, like crush-
ing stones for road building.

While 200 men marched from
Jarrow. no women were invited to
take part. with the exception of Jar-
row's Labour MP Ellen Wilkinson,
who accompanicd the march for parts
of its route,

The men were demanding that a
steel works be built to bring back jobs
to their town, as the big shipvard in
Jarrow had been closed down in the
previous vear. The vard had been Jar-
row’s major cmplover, and its closure
compounded the existing problems
of poverty, overcrowding, poor hous-
ing and high mortality rates,

The marchers themselves were
warmly reccived in towns and cities
along the route and helped by local
trade unions and local Labour Par-
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The Jarrow march, then and now

ties, despite the lact that the Trade
Union Congress (TUC) and the
national Labour Party instructed
their branches not to support it,
Indzed, the Labour movement’s offi-
cial leaders didn’t launch a single
campaign against unemplovment
throughout the 1930s.

Perhaps for this reason, the
marchers’ demonstration at Hyde
Park Corner on 1 November 1936
was sparselv attended compared to
anearby Communist Party rally,
which decided 1o join them to swell
their numbers. The marchers had col-
lected 12,000 stenatures for the Jar-
row petition for work, which Ellen
Wilkinson presentad to the House of
Commons on 4 November.

However she dissuaded the
marchers trom political agitation n
the capital, including from staging a
sit-in. Instcad she sent them on sight-
seeing tours. Nevertheless Prime
Minister Stanley Baldwin refused to
mect the marchers and would do
nothing for them. All they were given
was £1 each to gel the train back from
London. Jarrow's shipyards remained

channcls™, but their aims was to fan
flames of popular prejudice.

A myth that has been circulating
was that this was “green belt” land
and the Dale Farm community was
contributing to the eating away of our
countryside by the town,

In truih, it was a scrap yard when
the travelers first arrived. They trans-
formed it into a home for scores ol
families without any help from the
state,

Isn't this just the kind of commu-
nity enterprise and endeavor that
Cameron's Big Socicty lauds? Not it
seems if you are the target of one of
today’s acceptable racisms.

Dalc Farm was an example of
integrated and successful traveller
community which makcs the attack
on it from the Tories all the more
outrageous,

The resistance the people of Dale
Farm put up was courageous. 100 riot
police baton charged the camp using
taser guns on at least two protestors,

Defying the court order that stip-

closed till the outbreak of war, and
the town was the scene of severe riot-
ing in 1939,

An altemnative - militant political
struggie
The Jarrow Crusadce generally gets
a good press preciscly because it pro-
claimed itsclf apolitical and sought
support fram Torics and Liberals. No
Communists were allowed to partic-
ipate. Moreover it concentrated nar-
rowly an Jarrow. Yet compared with
the Hunger Marches of the National
Unemploved Workers” Movement
(NUWM), it was small scale and
decidedly un-militant affair. Even
the name on its banners — crusade
rather than march — was meant to
distinguish it from the Communists.
The NUWM, led by Communist
Party members Wal Hannmington
and Harry McShane, had about 50,00
members, organised m Jocal branches
across the country. It organised
‘hunger marches’ agamst mass uneni-
plovmentin 1922,1929, 1930, and 1932,
It biggest cffort was in 1932 — the
trough of the great depression with

ulated there shoutd be no destruc-
tion ol property on parts of the site
recognised as legal and not hable to
eviction, the police mob were a law
onto themselves with many residents
injured and removed on siretchers,

86 {amilies were cvicted — who
have now decamped to a site 10 miules
away, o face further intimidation
from the council and local commu-
nity. Of those left at Dale Farm there
18 a threat of further action to remove
them from the legal part of the site.

As the government cuts threaten
to créate misery across working class
communitics all over Britain, the
costs of the Dale Farm removal come
to a shocking £18 million. So racism
doesn’t just shame Britain it also costs
working class taxpavers too.

It might not be electorally popular
to defend travelling communitics In
Britain, butit’s essential. Racism will
only divide us at the very moment
when we need 1o unite together to
beat the culs and kick out the Tory
criminals.

unemployment at 2,750.000, That
vear the NUWM mobilised in many
cities against the Means Test, against
evictions and reductions in Poor
Relief. Violent clashes occurred
between the unemployed and the
police, In October, I8 contingents
from as [ar away as Scotland and
Northern Ireland converged on Lon-
don. They carried with them a peti-
tion demanding an end to the Means
Test signed by more than a million
people. In Hyde Park, 100,000 peo-
ple mobilised (o welcome them.
The government was frightened
and vicious It mobilised 70,000 police,
more than at any time since the
Chartist demonstrations in 1848, It
deployed agents provocateurs o
{oment trouble. Constables on horses
charged the crowd and seized the
petition, refusing 1o allow it to be pre-
sented to Parhlament. A batile ensued
al Hyvde Park Corner, and rioting
the capital continued [or [our days,
in which 70 pcople were seriously
injurcd. Further NUWM marchcs
took place in 1934 and 1936 all much
farger than the Jarrow Crusade.
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Rachel Brookes

DESPITE PRESIDENT Bashar al-
Assad’s promises not to shoot pro-
testers, his regime has continued Lo
kill civilians, most recently in Dam-
ascus and Homs. The Arab League’s
wceek-long talks to produce a peace
plan made his regime hypocriti-
cally issue an amnesty for those car-
rving arms. But the uprising itsclt
rematins largely unarmed, while most
armed civilians belong {o pro-regime
militias, despite the descrtion or
defection of some soldiers and
olficers to the “Free Syrian Army™.

Opposition groups called for Fri-
day protcsts to “test” Assad’s com-
mitment, leading 1o clashes on 4
Naovember. Despite eight months of
bloody repression, the people still
remain on the streets.

Unlikc Egypt, Tunisia and now
Libya, where the people have dis-
poscd of their dictators, Syria has not
vel been able to do the same. Assad
has refuscd to step down and has
killcd housands to stay in power.

Arab League negotiators have pro-
posed the release of all political pris-
aners, a new constitution and free
presidential and parliamentary clec-
{tons monttored by foreign obscrvers.
But opposition groups do not want
to enter a dialogue while the regime
remains in place.

Burhan Ghalioun, a senior figure
in the exiled Syrian National Coun-
cil commented; “We offered to
engage in negotiations to move from
a authoritarian regime to a demo-
cratic regimc. And we ask that
Bashar al-Assad resign.” The oppo-
sition has also demandcd the end

of the 48 vear old state of cmergency,
which Assad had provisionally sus-
pended in April, an end to torture
and exirajudicial killings, and the
release of thousands held without
trial. Assad has offered little to mect
these demands, making only token
moves to buy time from the West and
from the other Arab regimes.

Against imperialist intervention

Thc West itsell remains confused
as to how Lo deal with the situation.
After the fall of Libya’s dictator
Gaddali, some in Europe and the US
began to call for a new military inter-
vention in Syria. However, NATO
chicf Anders Fogh Rasmussen has
categorically ruled 1t out. Gaddafi’s
overthrow has also emboldened the
Syrian people, showing them that
anything 1s possibie.

Indecd, Western intervenlion
would be devastating i Syria, a
front-line state in the struggle with
Israel. Its evident intentton would be
to co-opt the Synan opposition,
much as in Libva, although the sit-

Syria: Assad’s concessions are a fraud

uation in the two countries is very
difterent,

Syria’s domestic opposition has
near-unanimousty rejected foreign
Intervention, even as the regime con-
tinucs to accuse them of paving the
way for it, while the few figures in
exile that have called for it have very
little influence on the ground.

Resistance needs co-ordination

I11s crucial that the movement against
the regime remains united, co-ordi-
natcd, and free from religious sectar-
1anism. While most protesters have,
quite naturally, been drawn [rom
the country’s Sunni Muslim majority,
the protests have drawn in people
from all of Syria’s minorities, despite
the regime’s attempts to hold the
Christian, Alawi and other minorities
hostage to its continued rulce.

On the other hand, the Assad
regime’s leading [igures are largely
drawn from the Alawi minority 10
which Assad also belongs, and many
ordimary Alawis fear retribution and
bloodletting if he is toppled.

“Split talk” amongst Nepalese Maoists

Rajesh Thapa reports from Kathmandu on the growing divisions in the Maoists over the post civil war settlements

SERIOUS  DIFFERENCES
between a Maoist senior vice-chair-
man Mohan Baidya (Kiran) and the
Party Chairman Puspha Kamal Dahal
{Prachanda) has led to talk of a split
in the party by some senior leaders.
The United Communist Party
Ncpal — Maoist 1s the currently the
largest party of the Nepalese Consti-
tution Assembly and recentty had
one of its [caders. Dr Baburam Bhat-
tari, clected as Prime Minister. How-
ever, in one of his first moves as
Primc Mimster, Dr Bhattarai cansed
angcr within his party by signing a
Bilateral Investment Promotion
Agreement (BIPA) with India. This
caused a lot of anger amongst many
of the party faithful, principaily
because they are anti-Indian and they
think Bhattarai 1s being tar too
friendly with the men in New Dclhi.
Other critics fear that the agreed pro-
visions will make Nepal bankrupt.
Chairman Prachanda has tried to
contain the growing factional fcud in
the partly by promoting Bhattarat and
by allocating limited power sharing
among the top heads, but these meas-
urces have only made the problem
worse. The growing division now runs
right through the central commuttee,
the party cadre and the members in
the Constitutional Assembly.
Kiran's faction, which has the sup-
port of more than 40 percent ot the
party’s lawmakcrs, has been strongly
opposing 4 number of decisions taken
by Bhattlarai’s faction and the gov-
ernment, including the handover of
the keys to the gucrrilia lighters
weapons containers to the state. Con-
- T cT2e Toites an

talist politicitans, desperate to prevent
the Maoists from rearming. Bhattarai,
at that time supportcd by the party
chairman Prachanda, handed over
the keys unilaterally with no agrece-
ment [rom the party, another sign
of how undemocratic the Maoists are
when they arc in government.

Now the opposition forces in the
UCPN-M have taken to the streets
demanding the agreement with India
be scrapped. They have lermed the
deal as “anti-national” - a sure sign
that they fcel that this is a matter of
potitical principle. The deal was again
signed without any consultation within
the Maoist party. The |6 member
Standing Committee referred i€ (o the
upcoming Central Committee mect-
mg slated for 3 November, But every-
one knows there are alrgady sharp dit-
fecrences over the ‘integration” and
‘rehabilitation” of the former tighteys
from the Peoples Liberation Army.

Constituent Assembly stalled

The internal dispute within the
UCPN-Maoist has stalled both this
integration process and constitution
drafting. In fact the Maoists have
proved incapable of taking a united
stance on any single issue. The major
hurdie towards completing the con-
stitutional draft has been the attitude
taken by the opposttion Nepali Con-
press and the CPN-United Marxist
Leninists, a reformist working class
partly. Neither party is willing to
budge on the question of PLA inte-
gration, and they argue that this must
be settled first, beforc a constitution
can be agreed. But no compromise

has beenreached among the parties
| | SEASIEIRLAN
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ranks should be.

Bhattarai sel a sell imposed  dead-
line of forty five to complete the
major tasks ol the combatants” inte-
gration and rehabilitation. He has
utterty fatled. Above all, he has not
been able to put the {inal touchesto
his cabinet; onc major obstacle being
the manocuvres ol his party’s sen-
10t vice chairman, comrade Kiran.
The main opposition parties — the
Congress and the CPN-UML have
proposed retaining the separate wden-
tity of the ex-fighters after the mte-
eration into the Nepal Army. Like-
wise, Congress wants to timit the
number of Maoists to be integrated
into the army to 5,000 while the
Maoists demand 7,000 of them.

Simuilarly, there is no agreement on
the so called ‘rehabilitation package
related to ex-guerilias looking for
voluntary retircment. Congress
wants to limit the amount to 3G3.000
Rupees (£2,400) at most, whilst the
Maoists ar¢ demanding at least
700,000 Rs (£5,500). Not wanting
to be undone bv the current icad-
e oo B factinn of the

- =

Prachanda and Kiran, now leading different factions

not less than 8.000 combatants
should be integrated and around Rs.
I million (£8.000) bc given to those
who wish to ‘retire’.

The Maoists move to the right
{1 is important 1o note that the par-
llamentary parties NCand the UML
have now actually successfully dis-
armed the Maoist combatants. In the
name of ending the rule of few feu-
dal lords and bourgeois the UCPN
(Maaoist) has changed itself into a par-
liamentary party and is trying hard
to strengthen the rule of capital -
both national and multinational’
Lately, the Maoist sceretary hias
accuscd Prachanda and Bhattarai of
violating the party’s revolutionary
path and asked them to quit the party.
He added that the revolution cannot
succeed under the feadership of the
chairman and the vice-chairman
because their talk of revolution 1s just
to maintain their power and policies.
Moreover, he accusced them of devi-
ating from the revolutionary path
in favour of mere ‘peace and consti-
tution”. The General Secretary. Ram
B:haduor thapa (Badal). has also

accused a faction of his own party
of working under the direction of
India. He said that the political par-
ties have shown a submussive attitude
towards India whilst shouting nation-
alist slogans, Moreover, he added that
there is no point 1n preserving unity
in the party while putting national
independence in danger. Recently,
amidst strong pressure from the
opposttion and his own party, Bhat-
taral [ired two mamasters from his cab-
inct: the Defence Minister for seces-
stonist remarks that he made, and the
Minister for Land Reform for being
suspectad of involvement in a mur-
der, The parliament was subsequently
disrupted by the opposition for a
week over this issuc.

As the political crisis looms, the
economy too has become a victim.
According to the latest government
statistics almost 26 per cent of
Nepalis earn less than one dollar a
day. The Maoist government has
relused to expropriate the feudal
fords and the rich whilst submut-
ting Nepal to the rule of caphal. It
wanls foreign investment to flow
into the economy in an unprece-
dented scale. But this can only make
rich richer and the poor poorer. The
underling problecms of the
oppressed and exploited masses can
only be addressed by movimg from
resistance to revolution. Now 1t has
become all too clcar that the
Maoists have abandoncd the revo-
lutionary struggle: now the failurc
of the guerrilla strategy has been
exposed;a space can open up for the
development of a real revolution-
ary parly in the country, Revolution-
ary socialists in Nepal must now
launch a fight tor a ‘workers and
peasants’ government,
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THE OCCUPY LAHORE Camp
started on 22 October at noonin
Nasir Bagh park. a regular site for
political ralies,

More than 3X) participated, largely
peasant women, factory workers, stu-
dents and lett activists.

The camp began with speechces
from various participants to show
solidarity with international
“Occupy” movement, and also bring
io the fore the issucs facing Pak-
istan’s workers and poor. They all
said there is a nced to build a resist-
ance movement in Pakistan.

Some spcakers gave solidarity
messages to women health workers
who have been waging a campaign
of direct action, including road occu-
pations.

Overall the atmosphere is very
lively and energetic, people are dis-
cussing their various issues their solu-
tions, and how we can develop a fight
agamst capitalism.

Many workers came with thew
own banncrs and placards. Sacked
workers {rom telecoms company
PTCL and journalists from the Daily
Times chantced demands for their
wagcs. which thevhave notreceived
for months. There was a.so revelu-
tionary poetryv: and the Laal Band,
socialist musicians who became
famous during the lawyvers” move-
ment against general Musharraf,
gave a performance dedicated to the
MOVSIMCNT GEaINsSt CapILaism.

Al 3pm there was a raliy against
capitalism through Mall road and
Anarkah bazaar.

Parucipants were chanting mili-
tant slogans “Red satutc to Oceupy
Wall Street and resistance to world

#0ccupy Movement hits Pakistan

s NTH CAFITALIST. “EUDAL & IMPERIALIST CAMP, L:HORE

capitalism™. “We want frecedom™,
“Let’s build the struggle and speed
them e o Frem the blood erwork-
ers and peasants Asia 1s red”. 7One
solution soclalist revolution™ and
“End the military operation in
Baluchistan.”

After the end of the march, a gen-
cral assembly was held to discuss

{uture plans and how to confinue the
occupation overnight and on Sun-
Jav end also to vz more move-
mcnty and vouth o discuss how 1o
fight against the misery of capnal-
1Ism. A number of pcople decided
to stay overnight to show solidarity.

There were other protests in soli-
darity with the occupation movement

in Karachi, Islamabad, Hyderabad
and also in Sargodha and Faisalabad.
Important sections of the coun-
tryv's worklores, including ralwors-
ers. are profesting at failures 10 payv
wages or pensions and the Ocecupy
movement can help bring a locus
to all these struggtes and identily the
capitalist system as the target,

A new manifesto for

worl revolution

The working class movement urgently needs
a new strategy. This manifesto outlines a programme to
turn resistance into revolution - to unite the fight against
austerity and social oppression into a direct challenge to
the crisis-ridden system of capitalism itself.

fifthinternational.org

Joana Ramiro

With the publication of the Interna-
ttonal Atomic Encrgy Agency report
on the Jranan nuclear programme
this week. it 18 no surprise we are see-
ing images of [sracli soldiers prepar-
ing for nuclear atracks. Warfare rhet-
oric is already in place. political
commeniators are preparced for therr
interviews and the question that will
be replayed across the media is:
will there be a war with Iran?

The United States Congress,
greatly pressured by AIPAC {Amer-
icun Israel Public Affairs Commit-
tee), was quick to follow suit and
issue a set of sanctions on Iran, The
bill, passed by the House Foretgn
Aflairs Commitiee, proposes the
criminalisation of any individual
cmploved by the United States Gov-
ernment who communicates with
any representative of the Iraman
authorities without ¢congressional
approval. Not only a threat to diplo-
macy, the bill reflects the States
scaremongering policies — a blatant
attempt to deflect attention from
home affairs, namely the wave ol dis-

US threatens war
against lran

sent fuelled by the Occupy maove-
ment. President Obama camc to
office promising dialogue with Iran,
but now the channels of communi-
cation arc being closed down,

Far [rom being a ‘left wing Presi-
dent, Obama's pro-assassination and
pro militarist line for dealing with
'America's enemies’ shows his true
colours — he 1s already being nick-
named 'Obomber in several media
outlets, But this recent round ol Iran-
bashing from the US, the country
with the most nuclear weapons in the
world is considered by many to be
an attempt at distraction from the
dire situation at home,

But what 1s more, “sabre rat-
tling” could well turn mnto a self-
fulfilling prophecy, unleashing the
maost savage conflict we have ever
scen 1o the Middle East. With Israe
already isolated the growing support
for a Palestinian state, the need for
the Israch military and govern-
ment to reassert themsclves becomes
morce pressing, and Iran 1s a target
that a lot of policy makers would sup-
port, We have to stand firm against
any warmongering by Israel or the

Strike
against
electricity
privatisation
in Pakistan

Electricity supply workers took {o
the streets in Lahore on 1 November
to protest at government plans to
dissolve the Pakistan Electric Power
Company (PEPCO), the privatisation
of power distribution companies and
the appointment of a private sector
Chiet Executive in the Islamabad
Electric Supply Company (IESCO).

Mass demonstrations, marches
and rallies organised by the Hydro
Electric Labour Union brought out
140,000 workers in the Water and
Power Development Authority
{(WAPDA), in Lahore, Peshawar,
Mardan, Abbottabad, Bannu,
Rawalpindi, Gujramaala, Multan,
Faisalabad, Sukker, Hayerahad and
Quetia.

Strikers condemned the proposed
privatisation of utilities and the
latest price hike in the power tariff,
in Lahore, workers gathered in front

. ot WAPDA House, angry and

determined to fight the proposed

i privatisation. One protester, Rizwan,

toid RESISTANCE {Workers Power’s
sister-paper in Pakistan) that “our
struggle is to save the WAPDA from
privatisation, but we need to buiid
class wide unity as the government
is attacking the workers in many
departments”.

Addressing the rally in Lahore,
urntion leader Khurshid Ahmed said
“these are the false policies of the
Government which bowed to
pressure from the IMF and World
Bank and did not allow WAPDA to
build a new power station in time.
They also kept generating
companies without gas supplies. In
atldition, the Karachi Electric Supply
Company and cther Government
agencies failed to make a payment
of Rs 1 trillion. This was what left
the country without power
repeatedly.

Now the Government is using the
loss as a pretext to privatise all
generaiion companies, along with
transmission and distribution
network. Thousands of workess have
1aitl down their hives to build these
systems. Workers will not allow the
government to ohlige its cronies
with these companies.”

The struggle of 140,000 WAPDA
workers is to force the Government
o develop cheaper electricity for the
people, overcome serious power
cuts and defeat the proposed
privatisation. They also raised
slogans against the IMF and World
Bank.

Other union leatders said the
working class of WAPDA would not
allow privatisation of public utilities
and pointed out that the privatisation
of Karachi Electric Supply Company
had failed miserably. They warned
that the workers would cut power
supplies to VIPs if the government
continued with its privatisation

policy.
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7 billion people — don’t panic, organise!

Kady Tait

THE POPULATION of the world
has reached 7 billion people (give or
take a few). A landmark which has
recceived mixed reactions in the
world’s media, ranging from predic-
tions of a catastrophic decline in food
securlty to saner reflections on the
unegual consumption of resources
between the Global north and south,
between the 7 per cent who account
for 56 per cent of energy usage and
the majority existing hand-to-mouth
in a world of abundance.

Since 1950 the world’s population
has more than doubled, increasing
bv 4.5 billion people, 1 billion of
whom were born in the last decadc
atonc. It is not surprising therefore
that much of the coverage of the
United Nation's announcement of
the 7 billtonth birth has concentrated
on the consequences which such an
explosion placcs on the world’s abil-
ity to sustamn an exponentially
increasing population.

Any number of demographic stud-
ies have shown that population size
is directly linked to poverty — the
poorer the population, the higher the
rate of births. The reasons for this are
twofold. Firstly, despite the medical
advanccs in the West which have
eradicated most of the causss of
childhood mortality, the overwhelm-
ing majority of the world’s popula-
tion continucs to sufler from high
infant mortality, mamnly from pre-
ventablc discases and malnutri-
tion. This Icads to high birth rates to
ensure a sufficient number of chil-
dren reach aduithood, thus provid-
ing the extra family income and pro-
vision for old age.

The second factor 1s access to edu-
cation. The destruction of universal
education provision in developing
countries as a result of the privatisa-
uon policies of international finance
institutions, and the lack of access to

The World of 7 Billion
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Countries of the world redrawn and scaled to reflect the size of their population

reproductive health and family plan-
ning scrvtces means that poor coun-
tries are mired in a high birth
rateshigh infant mortality cycle.
This victous circle weighs most
heavily on women. High unemploy-
ment and sexist values make it
unprofitable for many {amilies to
cducation their fematle children, cven
where such provision exists. This s
often accompanied by bans on abor-
tion and contraception. denying
women control over their own bod-
ics. These polictes find their ultimate
cxpression in the millions of aborted
female foetuscs in India wherce
daughters carry a financial burden
that poor familics cannot afford.
Much of the writing surrounding
this population cxplosion has
focused on the question of “overpop-
ufation”, rooted in the 19th century
tdeas of Thomas Malthus who
claimed that population size 15 deter-
mined by natural limits imposed by
discase and resource scarciv.
Being an Anglican vicar, Malthus

saw il as his duty to promote “vir-
tuous” lifestvles — knowing your
place in society and not having too
many children. And he was writing
in the early 1800s, a period of failed
harvests, European wars and protec-
tionist laws which brought huge prof-
its to Britain's capitalists, while pric-
ing staple foods out of the reach of
landless agricultural workers and the
Lrhan working Ciass. Theresore o
social theory which blamed the star-
vation and malnutrition provoked
by capitalist production on the vices
of the poor and abovc all, on a “nat-
ural” method of population control
was eagerly adopted by Britain's new
professional and ruling classcs.

Late capitalism

Yet 2011 is not 1811, The advances
in production, fertilisation and trans-
port have heralded a food revolution
in the same way that they enabled
a population explosion. Not [east, the
driving forces of capitalist expansion
- mechanisation, specialisation and

modernisation —rcduced the amount
of the population necessary for food
production from 70-80 per cent Lo
less than 10 per cent in the West,
So why has this landmark been
met with milcs of newsprint [orecast-
ing a catastrophic slump 1n living
stanndards (in the West), predictions
of wars over rcsources and general
walling about an inexorable collepse
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Partly il is because 1t 1s true that
cantlicts over resources will inten-
sify; the devastating consequences
of super-exploitation of raw materi-
als in Africa. or localised conflicts
OVer access to water sources are well
documentcd. But mainly it’s becausc
wce live in a global system which 1s
incapable of dealing with the situa-
tion it creates. The dynamism and
progress of early capitalism has long
been superscded by the rise of impe-
rtalism.

As the Credit Crunch of 2008, and
the latest descent into chaos demon-
strates, the capitalist economy is 1nca-

pable of self-regulation, and govern-
ments are powerless before the inter-
nattonal bond markets and ratings
agencies which dictate the limiis of
democracy to people whose coun-
tries arc stripped bare of assets and
matertal wealth.

S0 in a sense, those who argue that
the world cannot sustain a popula-
tion which 1s forecast to increase by
one third again in the next decade or
so are right. But they are wrong to
sav that il is because the resources
of the world arc finite. Obviously
they are not; the natural wealth of
the world is continuously replen-
1ished. The prablemis one ol unequal
distribution.

A system based on prolit, which 1s
ruled by the iron logic of financial
vchicles created to dehver the max-
imum profits in the mimmurm time,
is incapable of planning sustain-
able production. This 1s why vast
tracts of fertile farmland are
destroved in a few years — carning
supet-prolits [or the owners, but stor-
ing up disaster for the children of
thosc working the land or forced off
it into stum cities.

Whilc we can be sure that the
world we live in is not organused in
a fit way to provide for all 7 billion
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are more than capable of providing
a decent gqualily of life for cach ol us.

Our strugglc is to overcome the
rule of the 1 per cent — the clite ot
capitalists who by virtue of their own-
crship of the world’s natural
resources derive obscenc prolits for
themscives at the expense of poverty
for billions. The natural wealth of the
world ts our common birthright;
the division and competition
amongst different pcople ts an arti-
ficial construct which scrves only 1o
preserve the control over our food.
energy and water by a parasitic
Moy

Review:

Joana Ramiro

The fdes of March could not come
at a more politically appropriate
time, for this is a story about the cred-
ibility of politics and the struggle
between principled idealists and the
realitics of bourgeois democracy. Sit-
ting in his dircctor’s chatr, George
Clooney delivers an atbeit mild
exposé of political campaigniong, per-
forming a sort of cinematographic
version of Occupy Wall Strect. One
leaves the cincma questioning it all
— the accountability of the political
world, the validity of morals. the very
notion ol right and wrong.

Bascd on Beau Willimon's play Far-
ragut North, The Ides of March tol-
lows the crumbling integrity of young
press secrelary Stephen Meyers (Rvan
Gosling}, as he develops from a
scripulous Democrat into an amoral
carcerist. This metamorphosis 1s set in
the context of an Ohlo primary, where
presidential candidate Mike Morris
(plaved by Clooney himself) 1s set to
win or lose. With great dexterity

Clooney lets the story unfold, as every
role — from Philip Sevmour Hoffman's
Paul Zara, to the not-so-innocent
intern Molly (Evan Rachel Wood) -
blooms into a deep and controversial
character. The action is beautifully
chorcographed. adding 1n turns vet
another element to the narrative
and vet another twist to Mever's story,

In a way, The ldes of March is the
deconstruction of the modern Amcr-
ican Dream. Here is a world with
the perfect liberal demaocrat (the envi-
ronmentally conscious, diplomacy-
advocating Governor Mike Mor-
ris}, surrounded by cynical older
political minions (his campaign man-
ager, Zara, and his adversary's cam-
paign manager, Tom Duffy, brilliantly
plaved by Paul Giamatti), and inspir-
ing the younger generation (Stephen
Maver and Molly}. It is a post-Obama
world of politics, both in the 1deo-
logical sensc (the hberal versus nco-
liberal conflict pervades the movie),
as in the very nature of modcern pol-
itics, with its blurred divisions between
candidatcs and thetr teams, inevitable
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he Ides of March

transparency (think of Wikileaks and
the success of tell-all biographics) and
fast-paced media communications,

I guess it is the clash between the
audicnce’s acceptance of Morris” tall
of grace and the shocking realisation
this 1s for Maver that the film really
ptays on. The dramatic consequences
of a scxual affair between Mike Mor-
ris and Molly (as well as Mever’s own
refationship with her) bring the con-
clusion of Stephen Mever's transtor-
mation, which can be posited as both
vendetta and moral collapse. After
all, two wrongs don’t make a right.

Clooney is establishing himself as
a director with a particular eve tor
political dramas, and he docs so with
flair. The fdes of March reminded me
a lot of Good Night and Good Lk,
though with a morc¢ mature direction,
specially in thosce close angle and
chiaroscuro shots, which turn a play-
adaptation into a litanic contestant
at the next Oscar Awards. T also could
not help but admire the way in which
Clooney truthfully depicts what 1s stiil
mainly a mate-dominated world.,
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Ryan Gosling and George Clooney, from friends to enemies

while drawing in the peripheral, but
cssential female characters. Molly is
cffectively the victim of her ownide-
alism, in harsh contrast with Goshling's
character, who survives his “coming
ol age”, albeit scarred. Morris® wife
{(Jennifer Ehle) is the First Lady to
be, the bastion of uncorrupted prin-
ciples, cven if solely by ignorance.

Finally, we have Marisa Tomei's
character, New York Times journal-
ist Ida Horowicz, equal in mind and
morals to her male counterparts, set-
ting the very clear stance that this 1s
not about gender or personality, but
a system in which all participants uiti-
mately scem to end as unscrupu-
lous agents of individual interest.

workerspower.com




* ANTICAPITALISM 2011

Discussing the future

Luke Gooper

ANTICAPITALISM 2011 SAW three
days of discussion and debate over the
b;g questions facing the leff and anti-
austerity movements, Just short ol a 100
people attended across the three days.

After the student movement, the
wave of revolutions in the Middle
East, and preparaing for mass strikes
later this month, a fighting spirtt and
confidence pervaded the cvent. But
there was also a serious and critical
discussion of the challenges we face.,

John McDonnell MP set the fone
for the weekend on Friday evening
when he said, *We necd to have a bal-
anccd discussion of where our move-
ment is af, the problems and successcs.
But there is definitcly something spe-
cial coming together —the direct action
that the students pioneered 1s fusing
with the trade union, industrial resist-
ance, And that’s the combination we
need fo win”

A recurring theme of the confer-
ence is how we could ranslate the
mass resisiance against auserity inte
a political radicalisation. one that
rebuilt faith amongst a new laver of
class fighters in a fundamental, social-
ist alternative to the capitalist systen.
Indeed, ateature of the current situa-
tion is that there is an appetite for
resistance amongst a new laver of stu-
dents, voung people and workers,
bhut that this has not vetled to a
stronger radical left,

The question that soctalists face 1s
how to we can make this bridge —from
resistance 1o a new politics,

A new left

The Saturday evening saw a discussion
of what kind of lelt we need to build
today — how do we move from resist-
ing austerity 1o a lundamentally differ-
ent societyv? It was a diverse plattorm
with spcakers each approaching the
question from different perspectives.

Mick Doolcy, who is standing for
general secretary of construction
union UCATT, complained that “peo-
ple feel scared of talking about social-
ism today. But that’s exactly what we
nced to be doing. We have to see the
fight back in the unions as part ol &
struggle for a socialist society™,

A number of speakers spoke of the

ecd to involve activists from the
movements in a discussion around the
[ormation of a ncw, organised anticap-
italist left, Mark Fasher, author of the
book Capitalist Realism,said he hoped
we had “established a sufficient basis
of agreement o move forward”,
And we needed to think about “how
to achicve authority and leadership
without authoritarianism, how to get
effective organisation without burcau-
cratism”. Macve McKeown, from New
Left Project, similarly presented
strengths and weaknesses ol horizon-
tal and hierarchical organisation, argu-
ing that “both sides pose problems and
solutions for the left”,

In & provocative contribution, Owen
Jones. author of Chavs and a member
of the Labour Representation Com-
mittec, sald “T'm here as an unrecon-

fifthinternational.org

structed member of the old left”. He
later added, that we needed “{a be
clear that a class and political answer
to the crisis is needed”, and “given that
no altempts to found alternative

partics to Labour have succeeded, this
means working i the Labour Party™,

Simon Hardys. cditor of Warkers
Pover, proposed thut we continue the
discussion around & new vpe O 2L
towards a new anticapitalist organisa-
tion, He continucd, “we need to revive
the democratic spirit of the Bolshevik
tradinon. After atl. Lenin onee sad that
at its core Bolshevism united that
part of the movement that was most
consistent on the need for working peo-
ple to take power nto their own hands”™

The discussion was positive because
it brought together peoplc who saw
the need to change the existing out-
look. mindset and practice of the far
left left. No one was saying, “just join
us”, but rather that we needed to
involve widc layers of people in a
debate about what kind of left we
need, how it should be organised. and
how 1L can win.

The¢ new organisation we want to
build has to he the property ol the
activists at the basc lcading today’s
struggles and combating the official
leaderships.

Part of the answcr is organisational
as well as political. Many of the ses-
sions across the weekend raised the
idea of transforming the labour move-
ment at a rank and {ile level. Billy
McKean, in the session on socialists
and the unions, spoke of the work
the Grass Roots Left in Unite had
done in co-ordinating resistance from
below, helping to bring electricians into
struggle this autumn. The reahty s that

1oo often the far left i1s very conser-
vative when 1t comes Lo developing
these types of new rank and file organ-
isations at the base of the unions.

Another recurring theme of the
weekoend was criticising the damaging
divisions in the anll-Cits movement.

George Binette. convenor of Cam-
den Unison, spoke of how the unions
[rom top to bottom were preparing for
the mass sirikes on 30 November and
how positive this was. But he added
that sectarian splits in the anti-cuts
movement were undermining
allempis 10 organisc a radical, grass-
roots wing of the movement independ-
enily of the ofticial leaderships. A sup-

of the left in Britain

porter of Permancnt Revolution, he
also said he welcomed a vecent letter
from Workers Power proposing unity
discussions and collaboration in the

movement.

There was agreement that the left

was dominated by a sectarian oppor-
tunist 2thos: sectarian in se2king organ-
sarional xdvaniuges cver omg anthe
IStoad of prinlad 1;1"_‘.‘:\':;;?"_; DN
TUNIST 11 458 W mmvncw to tali the dl gu-
ments to what i1s deemed acceptd,ble-,
or realistic, by the TUC lefts.

I short, toa many far feft organisa-
Hons are going on "in the same vl
wav', without eXploring new avenues
for unity and the new organisauons,
politics and methods we need to win,

On the Sunday of the event we
looked to the past to draw out the les-
sons [or today, Socialists regnlarly con-
front the areument that an alternative
to capitalism isn’t possible, because
it was shown to fail in the Soviet

Jnion. Launching our new book, The
Degencrated Revolution, the Rise
and Fall of Stalinismi, Dave Stockton
looked at how the Sovict Union col-
lapsed into bureaucratism and Trot-
skv’s struggle against it, and Andy
Yorke went on to analvse the revo-
lutions of 1939,

Anticapitalism was the starting
point for a discussion that will con-
tinuc across the left and 1n many
forums, What kind of organisations do
we need to builld? How do we com-
bine seeking unity with moderate lead-
ers of the labour movement without
tailing their inadcquate strategy?
Many speakers spoke of the signifi-
cance ol #OccupyWallSt, because 1t
had made a global critigue of the
ncoliberal. rich-gct-richer. poor-get-
screwed pol:uu of the last decades.

Inspired by the mass movements of
the Arab World it also showed the

esire for real democracy —the vearn-
ing to take pawer over our own Ives
and not be dictated to by capital. As
Richard Brenner put it on Friday
evening, the challenge for the left s
“to combine the openness, trans-
parcney and participation ol the pop-
ular assemblics with the social weight,
power and disciphne of the crgamsed
working class movement, less i1s
bureaucracy”. Going forward we need
to think creatively about how we turn
this perspective Into a reality that can
fundamentally change our soclety,

WHERE WE STAND

Capitalism is an anarchic and crisis-ridden eco-
nomi¢ system bascd on production for profit.
We are [or the expropriation of the capitalisi class
and the abolition of capitalism. We are for 14s
replacement by socialist production planned to
satisfy human need. Only the socialist revolution
and the smashing of the capitalist state can achicve
this goal. Only the working class, led by a revo-
Ium}nm vanguard party dnd organised into workers’ councils and work-
crs’ militia can lead such a revolution to victory and establish the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat. There is no peacciul, parlhamentary road
to socialism.

The Labour Party is not a socialist party. It is a bourgeois workers’
party —bourgeols in its politics and its practice, but it gets its support
Irom the working class through the trade uniens and 1s supported by
the mass of workcers at the polls. Socialists work alongside Labour Party
members in the workers movement and argue for our revolutionary
positions within the siruggics.

The Trade Unions must be transformed by a
rank and file movement to oust the reformist
bureaucrats, 1o democratise the unions and win
them 1o a revolutionary action programme
based on a system of transitional demands which
B serve as a bridge between today's struggle«s and
e (1o socialist revolution. Central to this is the
ﬁOht fol worku 8 wntr()l of productzon We are for the building of fight-
ing organisations of the working class— {actory committees, industrial
unions, councils ol action. and workers” defence organisations.

The Russian revolution establishcd a workers’ state. But Stalin destroyed
workers’ democracy and set about the reactionary and utopian project
of building “socialism in one country™. In the USSR, and the other
dcgcncrals workears states lh at were cstablished from above, capital-

A WAS JISITeY cd hut the burcaacracy exciuded the working class from

oW L Q];\:Z?‘.-x_ reroad T demooralic planmrg and socialism. The
pku asine burcaucranc caste led these states 1o enisis and eventual destrue-
tion. We were for the smashing of bureaucratic tyranny through polit-
ical revolution and the cstablishment of workers” democracy. We opposcd
the restoration of capitalism and recognised that only workers” revo-
lution can defend post-capitalisat properiv relations. In times of war
we unconditionally defend workors™ states against imperiabism.

Stalinism has consistently betrayed the working class. The Stalinist Com-
munist Partics’ strategy of alliances between workers and capitalists
(in popular fronts) and their stages theory of revolution have inflicted
terrible defeats on the working class world-wide. These parties arc
reformisi.

Social Oppression is an integral featurc of captalism, systematically
oppressing people on the basis of race, age, sex or sexual orientation.
We are for the liberation of women and for the building of a working
class women’'s movement, not an “all class™ autonomous movement.
We are for the liberation of all of the oppressed. We fight racism and
fascism. We oppose all immigration controls. We fight for labour move-
ment support for black self-defence against racist and state attacks, We
are for no platform for fascists and for driving them out of the unions,

Imperialism is a world system which
oppresses nations and prevents economic
development in the vast majority of third
world countries. We support the struggies of
oppressed nationalities or countries against
imperialism. We unconditionally support the
Irish Republicans lighting to drive British
troops out ol Ireland. But against the politics
of the bourgeois and petit-bourgeots nationalists, we fight tor per-
manent revolution — working class leadership of the anu-imperi-
alist struggle under the banner of socialism and internationalism.
In conflicts between imperialist countries and semi-colonial coun-
tries, we arc for the defeat of the imperialist army and the victory
of the country oppressed and exploited by imperialism, We arc for
the immediate and unconditional withdrawal of British troops from
Irclund. We fight imperialist war not with pacifist pleas but with
militant class struggle methods including the forcible disarmament
of “our own’” bosses.

Workers Power is a revolutionary communist organisation. We base
our programme and policics on the works of Marx, Engels. Lenin and
Trotsky, on the revolutionary documents of the first four congresses
of the Third International and the Transitional Programme of the Fourth
International. Workers Power 1s the British Section of the League for
the Fifth International. The last revolutionary Internationatl (the Fourth)
collapsed in the vears 1948-51. The LSIis fighting to refound a revolu-
tionary International and build a new world party of socialist revolu-
tion. If you are a class conscious fighter against capitalism;if youare an
internationalist —jom ustx
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Occupy: We are the

THE OCCUPY Wall Street Move-
ment (OWS) has spread like wildfire
to hundreds of cities across the USA.
Its acknowledged inspirations were
Cairo’s Tahrir Square, Madrid’s
Puerta del Sol, Barcelona’s Plaga de
Catalunya, Athens’ Syntagma
Square and the tent city of Roth-
schild Avenue in Tel Aviv.

Then it was the turn of OWS to
inspire others. As a result of the 15
October global day of solidarity, the
movement has spread around the
world with over 900 cities witness-
ing occupations. In the UK they
include camp in front of London’s
Saint Paul’s Cathedral and camps in
Glasgow, Edinburgh, Newcastle,
Birmingham, Bristol and elsewhere.

The central issue, raised in camp
after camp, is the glaring contrast
between the bailouts for the banks,
deemed “too big to fail’,and the mas-
sive cuts in public spending, jobs and
pensions for the majority. This is well
expressed in the slogan “we are the
99% ", and the vehement reply to gov-
ernments that it is the people who
should be too big to fail. Linked to this
are many slogans which express dis-
gust at a “democracy” which takes no
notice of popular opposition to the
bailouts and the slashing of social serv-
ices, jobs and pensions,

The movement has aroused huge
popular approval ratings because it
gives a voice to the majority’s indig-
nation against the system as a whole
for the economic crisis. True, at first
it did not specify its demands and for
this is was mercilessly mocked by the
hacks of the billionaire—owned
media. But this concentration on out-
rage helped it to spread around the
globe, linking up with already exist-

ing campaigns in different countries
and continents. In this, it contrasted
favourably with the sluggish and nar-
row response of the trade unions and
the reformist parties that make up
the European and North American
labour movements.

For all the “horizontal” preju-
dices and organisational fetishes of
the assemblies taking place within the
occupations —“no one represents us”,
“we demand nothing”, “none of our
statements are official"—and the insis-
tence on consensus decision-making,
they are actually in the process of for-
mulating demands. Indeed, through
the medium of “spokes-councils™ and
“spokespersons” they are even gear-
ing towards coordinated action
including, as witnessed in Oakland,
calls for general strikes.

These assemblies offer a real
opportunity for a wide audience to
discuss and start to adopt a strategy.
Through active participation in the
movement revolutionaries can influ-
ence these discussions in a positive
direction, by attempting to win more
and more participants over to the tac-
tics needed for a successful fightback
against the crisis and, consequently,
for new forces to “discover” a radi-
cal alternative to the whole system.

Linking up the struggles

Getting our unions, at both national
and local levels, along to the occupa-
tions and inviting people from the
occupations to workplace meetings
and picket-lines of workers in strug-
gle is crucial. By doing so, by draw-
ing together rank and file trade
unionists — based on their branches
or locals — with the masses of young
people, the poor and the unem-
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ployed, a rapid politicisation can
occur between all of them and, more-
over, greatly radicalise their demands
and widen their horizons.

If these assemblies reach mass pro-
portions, engage in struggle against
police repression, and, above all, if
they can attract the support of organ-
ised workers, as they have begun to
do in New York,Oakland, Barcelona
and Athens, then they help to create
the key weapons that can halt the
global offensive of capital and call
capital’s power into question. This

“The occupations need to
spread beyond symbolic

public spaces”’

means the creation of councils of del-
egates democratically elected by
mass assemblies, in the workplaces,
in the public squares, and in work-
ing-class neighbourhoods as the basis
for organisation. These delegates
must be instantly recallable, capable
of mobilising mass political strikes
and,indeed, insurrection, against the
governments of the 1%.

Such a movement could encour-
age a radicalisation of the unions
themselves. Under conditions of pro-
found economic and social crisis, the
call for a general strike, posed not
just as a passive request to the over-
paid top union bureaucrats,but as a
mass political strike, can snowball
into mass direct action from below.
The next step for the movement to
take to realise this goal is the adop-
tion of an action plan to unite all the
occupations under one banner.

Positive engagement in discussions
on the vague slogans of “for real” or
“direct” democracy and the wide-
spread criticisms of the mainstream
electoral parties that dominate polit-
ical life will serve to promote such
a development. So will championing
the outrage of the masses towards
the bankers and billionaires who
fund political parties to advance their
chosen policies as they shut out all
radical alternatives from the scene.

A clear and straightforward expla-
nation and critique of capitalist
democracy can help expose its pres-
ent, empty character. Mass assem-
blies, councils of elected and
recallable delegates,can form instead
the basis for a legitimate authority
powerful enough to create a demo-
cratically-planned economy to meet
the needs of the 99%, but also dem-
ocratic enough to resist the domu-
nation of a privileged bureaucracy.

Class matters

This requires engagement in discus-
sions as to who constitutes the main
agency of change. Here the limita-
tion to always talking about “the peo-
ple” ignores the fact that in Europe
and North America the majority of
“the people” are working class —even
if in the USA many workers describe
themselves as “middle class”. World-
wide it is the working class and the
urban and rural poor who need to be
mobilised en masse to put an end to
this system and its crisis.

Thé more the occupation move-
ment links up with unionists and
workers, especially the militant rank
and file, the more positive its impact
can be. The initiatives of “rank and
file union federations™ like Cobas in

Italy, the support of locals of the

International Longshoremen and

Warehouse Union for the Oakland

occupation, the support of the St

Paul’s assembly for the public sector

strike planned for 30 November, all

show this is a real possibility.

The occupations need to spread
beyond symbolic public spaces to
workplaces, schools, and social serv-
ices about to be closed. Agitation for
mass direct action must aim at mobil-
ising towards a general strike to smash
the austerity programmes and bring
down the governments carrying them
out, Starting from linking the occupa-
tions to workplaces and working-class
communities, to mass assemblies elect-
ing delegates to citywide councils, the
occupations and the labour move-
ments can rise to new heights by
adopting clear demands that meet the
immediate needs of the working class
and poor while time linking them all
to a strategy to dismantle capitalism
and put the 99% in power.

The occupations and the labour
movement can and must be won to
clear, immediate demands:

e No more bailouts. Nationalise the
banks with no compensation, under
workers’ control!

e Renounce the debts of govern-
ments, federal states and local
authorities!

e Tax the rich: make them pay for
their crisis!

» Stop and reverse all the austerity
plans;no job or service cuts in health,
education, welfare, and culture!

* End unemployment —cut the hours
not the jobs — for a programme of
social construction: housing,
schools, hospitals, and environmen-
tal protection!
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